
Community Update
Happy new year and welcome to our winter community update on 
the Canada Water development - which includes the redevelopment 
of the Surrey Quays Shopping Centre, Surrey Quays Leisure Park, The 
Printworks, and the former Rotherhithe Police Station.
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View of Plot A2 (which will include a new Leisure Centre) from the new High Street by Canada Water Dock 
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What is the Canada Water development? 

The development will create a new town centre for Southwark, with shops, restaurants, bars, offices and community and 
leisure facilities. There will also be c.3,000 new homes. At least 25% of these will be social rented and a further 10% will be 
‘intermediate’ – which includes shared ownership homes. Importantly, the development will include 12 acres of new public 
open spaces, including a new park and a town square. 

The development is being brought forward by British Land in partnership with Southwark Council. British Land is a UK-based 
property company and we have been active in the local area for many years, principally as owners of Surrey Quays Shopping 
Centre, and since 2014 we’ve been working with Southwark Council and the local community to bring forward plans for the 
Canada Water development.

What’s been happening?
This newsletter highlights the key project news and opportunities coming forward over the next few months.

Since our last update, we’ve started construction of the first buildings of the development, known as Plots A1, A2 and K1. 
This also means that construction jobs and training opportunities are starting to come forward. We’re working with our 
supply chain to identify employment, training and apprenticeship opportunities specifically for local residents  
seeking work.

We’ve included more information about the first buildings and jobs overleaf or you can also visit our website: 
www.canadawater.co.uk 

Construction of the 
first phase of the 

development starts

Further buildings and public spaces are designed and
built as part of future phases of the development 

Target date to complete construction 
of the Canada Water development

2024: First buildings and public spaces open

Construction timeline
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Building the first phase

About Plots A1 and A2

We’ve chosen to share a bit more about Plots A1 and A2 in this newsletter. Keep 
an eye out for the next edition, where we’ll share more about Plot K1.

Plots A1 and A2 are located in what is currently the part of Surrey Quays 
Shopping Centre car park by Canada Water station and Canada Water Dock. 
Alongside the new public spaces above, they’ll deliver the first part of the new 
town centre.

Plot A1 
A 35-storey building providing 186 new homes (including intermediate 
affordable homes), as well as office space and shops and restaurants at ground 
floor level.

Plot A2
Up to six storeys in height, the building will provide new office space, as well 
as shops and places for eating and drinking. Importantly, it will also provide a 
new Southwark Council Leisure Centre, with an 8 lane swimming pool, a learner 
pool, gym, exercise studios, sports courts, soft play area and a café.

Plot A2 under construction

Construction of the first buildings of the Canada Water 
development started last autumn and is due to end in 2024. 
(The entire development will take around 10 to 13 years to build). 
We know that at times construction activity will impact the 
local community and we thank you for your patience – we are 
committed to keeping you updated and managing construction so 
that disruption to the local area is minimised. Location of Plots A1 and A2, including new public spaces

View of Plot A2 from the new High 
Street by Canada Water Dock

View of new boardwalk across western edge of 
Canada Water Dock

Leisure Centre entrance view (Plot A2)

View of Plots A1 and A2 from Canada Water Dock

Construction ‘drop-ins’
Our contractors hold regular forums and construction drop-ins, so if you have any questions about the construction 
works or would like an update on progress, please drop by. Please visit our website or email our Construction 
Neighbourhood Liaison Manager at team@canadawatermasterplan.com for more details. We look forward to  
seeing you.

About the first phase
The first phase of development includes what are known as Plots A1, A2 
and K1.

Together, they will provide:

The map on page 3 shows where they’re located.

New offices, shops, cafes and restaurants

A new Southwark Council Leisure Centre

New public open spaces, which will include a public square in the Dock 
Office Courtyard, the first part of the new high street along the western edge 
of Canada Water Dock, and a new pedestrian link from the new High Street  
to Lower Road

265 new homes (25% of these will be social rented homes in plot K1, and a 
further 10% will be intermediate affordable)
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Overview of the development 

Plans for new homes and 
shops (Zone F) have been 
submitted to Southwark 
Council.

Construction works have 
begun to build new homes, 
offices and shops, as well 
as a new leisure centre and 
public open spaces (Plots 
A1 & A2).

Detailed plans have been 
submitted to enhance 
Canada Water Dock - 
following public consultation 
last year.

Detailed 
plans for new 
affordable and 
private homes  
(Zone L) were 
submitted to 
Southwark 
Council at the 
end of last year.

Plans for the 
redevelopment 
of the 
Printworks 
(Zone H) were 
submitted to 
Southwark 
Council last 
autumn.

Construction works have 
begun to build 79 affordable 
homes (Plot K1).

Southwark Construction 
Skills Centre has opened on 
Surrey Quays Road, and is 
running free pre-employment 
training courses for local 
residents.

A temporary higher 
educational campus for 
TEDI-London opened in 
September. 

Global Generation has 
submitted a planning 
application for a more 
permanent home. It will 
include a multi-use education 
space to continue education 
workshops with local schools 
and groups. 

An interim Tesco petrol 
station by Redriff Road 
has opened, and includes a 
new pedestrian route from 
Lower Road to the Shopping 
Centre.

Construction 
work is under 
way to build 
a new below 
ground 
electricity 
substation at 
the rear of the 
Printworks by 
Quebec Way. 
It will provide 
electricity 
for the 
development 
as well as the 
wider local 
area. 

We’ve 
undertaken 
internal and 
external 
restoration 
works to 
the Grade II 
listed former 
Dock Offices 
- including 
refurbishing the 
clock tower.

We want local people to be part of building the development, working in quality careers they love. Over the next four 
years, we expect around a hundred jobs to be created, and we are working with our partners to help local people of all 
ages access these opportunities, with a focus on those who are unemployed or just leaving school. 

Our contractors (Galldris, Mace Group, Wates and McAleer & Rushe) will be recruiting for a range of construction 
roles from early 2022 and have identified roles (including Traffic Marshalls, Groundworkers and Carpenters) and 
apprenticeships specifically for local residents looking for work.

If you’re interested in construction roles and training opportunities, sign up to our mailing list by emailing team@
canadawatermasterplan.com or calling 0800 470 4593 (freephone), or keep an eye on our website or noticeboards 
around the site. 

Southwark Construction Skills Centre opened in Canada Water at the end of last year, and acts as a hub for information, 
training and advice for local residents interested in construction, as well as a centre for training provision for those already  
in work.

We’re working in partnership with the Centre to offer FREE pre-employment training courses for Southwark residents. The 
three-week programmes will give you the basic construction skills and on-site experience you need to access upcoming 
construction jobs. Courses are free for anyone who is out of work or earning under £16k a year. For more information on 
training courses or upcoming jobs please drop by the site on Surrey Quays Road between 8am-5pm Monday to Friday or 
visit their website (www.theskillscentre.co.uk).

You can also get in touch with the team by emailing: info@theskillscentre.co.uk or calling 020 3621 1940

Jobs and training opportunities

Free employment training courses at Southwark Construction Skills 
Centre to help local people access job opportunities
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Volunteers helping to build Global 
Generation’s new Paper Garden

XXX
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 @CWmasterplan  Canada Water Masterplan

Global Generation, the charity running 
the Paper Garden, is in the process of 
moving from the Printworks to a new 
multi-use educational space within 
the Canada Water development, 
adjacent to the TEDI-London Campus 
on Quebec Way. The new Paper 
Garden will include a classroom and 
collaborative space where Global 
Generation will run educational 
workshops and activities with local 
schools and community groups 
including Albion Primary School and 
the Bosco Centre.

The vision is for the Paper Garden 
to be the work of many hands from 
across the community and so Global 
Generation are looking for volunteers 
to help build the new classroom and 
grow the garden from early spring 
2022. There are opportunities to get 
involved to suit all abilities, including 
carpentry, design, and gardening.
 
For more information and to register 
your interest in volunteering visit: 
www.globalgeneration.org.uk/paper-
garden/ or contact: 
emma@globalgeneration.org.uk

Last year, Thrive (a low-cost 
workspace and business hub in 
Surrey Quays Leisure Park) hosted a 
Christmas market with stallholders 
from some of SE16’s finest small, 
local independent businesses – many 
of whom have grown out of Thrive 
themselves. The team are planning 
more markets for later this year.  

Thrive is run by the charity Tree 
Shepherd, and in addition to low-cost 
workspace they also provide local 
entrepreneurs with business advice, 
mentoring, networking and start-up 
training. Visit their website to find 
out more: www.treeshepherd.org.uk/
workspaces/thrive/ 

Rod Kitson has been the artist in 
residence at Surrey Quays Shopping 
Centre since 2019. Rod focuses on 
the act of making art as much as 
the final outcome, actively involving 
local people and inspiring creativity 
through community workshops and 
collaborative art exhibitions.

His 2021 end of year art show 
embodied this approach, showcasing 
entries submitted by local artists 
in Canada Water from all ages and 
backgrounds. 

Rod’s ‘Art of Isolation Gallery’ is 
located upstairs (top of the escalator) 
at Surrey Quays Shopping Centre, and 
more information about upcoming 
workshops and exhibitions is on his 
website, www.rodkitson.art 

Local news and updates 

Get in touch!

Volunteer with Global 
Generation in 2022 to help build 
the new Paper Garden!

Thrive holds markets for SE16’s 
small, independent businesses 

Check out Surrey Quays’ very 
own artist in residence!

British Land is committed to engaging with people in a way that is inclusive and accessible to everyone who lives, works, and 
spends time here. We always look to communicate proactively and be contactable via a range of means, as well as keeping 
engagement personal and continuing to listen and learn about the local area and seek ideas and feedback on how we’re doing. If 
you have any questions or comments, please get in touch with the project team. Please also sign up to our mailing list and follow 
us on social media for updates. We look forward to hearing from you.

We want to be accessible to all. If you would like to receive this newsletter in a different 
format, or have accessibility requirements, please contact us.

Reserved Matters Applications

We’ve also been busy progressing 
the detailed designs for the next 
buildings and spaces that we plan to 
deliver (known as ‘Reserved Matters 
Applications’, or RMAs). 

Since we published our last update, 
we have submitted Reserved 
Matters Planning Applications for 
Zone H (including the Printworks 
building), Zone L , Zone F and  
Canada Dock.

The Canada Dock RMA would 
significantly enhance what is an 
important local asset. The proposals 
would improve the wetland habitat, 
biodiversity and water quality, as 
well as providing a new boardwalk 
across the western edge of the dock 
and new seating and steps along the 
southern edge leading down to the 
water. Thank you to the 600+ people 
who took part in our consultation 
earlier this year and shared their 
ideas and comments about  
the detailed designs.

See the annotated map on p.3 for a 
short summary about these zones or 
for more details visit: 
canadawater.co.uk/ongoing-
engagement

Thrive’s Christmas market with SE16 businesses

As a long-term investor in Canada Water, we’re committed to ensuring that our work and presence benefits the existing, and future, community. 
We partner on a number of projects so that the development and the opportunities it will bring are accessible to everyone living, working and 
studying in the area. More information about the range of projects we support can be found on the Local Investment page of our website.
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