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Plots A1 and A2 and the new boardwalk viewed from across Canada Dock. Plot A2  
(on the left) will include a new Southwark Council leisure centre 
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What is the Canada Water development? 

The development will deliver a new town centre for 
Southwark, with shops, restaurants, bars, offices and 
community and leisure facilities. There will also be c.3,000 
new homes. At least 25% of these will be social rented 
and a further 10% will be ‘intermediate’ – which includes 
shared ownership homes. Importantly, the development 
will include 12 acres of new public open spaces, including 
a new park and town square. 

The development is being brought forward by British 
Land in a 50:50 joint venture with AustralianSuper and in 
partnership with Southwark Council. British Land is a UK-
based property company and we have been active in the 
local area for many years, principally as owners of Surrey 
Quays Shopping Centre.

What’s been happening?
Construction work is underway to build the first phase 
of the development, which includes three new buildings 
alongside new public spaces. We want local people to be 
part of building the development, and are working with 
our contractors to help local people of all ages to access 
construction jobs and apprenticeships. More on the  
next page. 

We’re also pleased to share that since our last update, 
Southwark Council has granted planning permission for 
improvements to Canada Dock. Works have now begun to 
restore the rich wetland habitat and create a new public 
space at the heart of Canada Water.

Construction of the 
first phase of the 

development started

Further buildings and public spaces are designed 
and built as part of future phases

Target date to complete 
construction 

of the development

2023-4: First buildings and public spaces open

Construction timeline
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Welcome to our spring community update on the Canada Water development – which 
includes the redevelopment of the Surrey Quays Shopping Centre, Surrey Quays Leisure 
Park, The Printworks and the former Rotherhithe Police Station.

http://canadawater.co.uk
mailto:team%40canadawater.co.uk?subject=


We’re building 79 homes for Southwark Council on what’s 
known as Plot K1 on Roberts Close. All homes will be 
owned and managed by Southwark Council, with at least 
60 of them as council homes at council rents.

Most of the homes will have two or more bedrooms, 
making them ideal for family living. Families will benefit 
from the location by Russia Dock Woodland and Alfred 
Salter Primary School.

These homes form part of the first phase of development. 
Construction work began in the winter last year, and 
they’re expected to finish in 2023. Thank you to all our 
neighbours for your patience during the construction 
period. For updates on how the project is progressing, 
please visit: www.canadawater.co.uk/construction-activity, 
or you can drop by one of the regular construction drop-
in meetings that our contractor McAleer and Rushe holds 
(follow our social media channels or email us at  
team@canadawater.co.uk for details). 

These are just the first affordable homes that we’re 
building as part of our development. Overall, 25% of all 
the c.3,000 homes that we build will be social rented, 
with a further 10% intermediate affordable, which includes 
shared ownership. 
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Image of the new council homes that are being built at Plot K1

Location of Plot K1

Construction jobs and training opportunities
We want to get local people into meaningful, sustained 
employment as part of the Canada Water development, 
and we expect around a hundred construction jobs 
and apprenticeships to be generated over the next four 
years. We are working with the Southwark Construction 
Skills Centre to help local people of all ages access 
these opportunities, and they’re running FREE pre-
employment training courses for Southwark residents – 

Visit southwarkconstructionskillscentre.com for  
more information.
If you’re interested in construction roles and training 
opportunities linked to our development, you can also 
sign up to our mailing list by  
emailing team@canadawater.co.uk,  
calling 0800 470 4593 (freephone), or keep an eye on 
our website and noticeboards around the site. 

Building new council  
homes at Plot K1
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Overview of the development 

Plans for new 
homes and 
shops (Zone 
F) have been 
submitted to 
Southwark 
Council.

Construction work is 
underway to build new 
homes, offices and shops, 
as well as a new leisure 
centre and public open 
spaces (Plots A1 & A2).

Preparatory works and 
ground investigations are 
underway at Canada Dock 
ahead of improvement 
works beginning later  
this year.

Detailed plans for new 
affordable and private 
homes (Zone L) have 
been submitted to 
Southwark Council.

Plans for the 
redevelopment 
of the Printworks 
(Zone H) have 
been submitted to 
Southwark Council.

Construction work 
is underway to 
build 79 homes for 
Southwark Council 
(Plot K1).

Southwark Construction 
Skills Centre has opened 
on Surrey Quays Road, 
and is running free pre-
employment training 
courses for local residents.

A temporary higher 
educational campus for 
TEDI-London opened in 
September 2021. 

Global Generation is building a more 
permanent home. It will include a 
multi-use education space to continue 
education workshops with local schools 
and groups. 

An interim Tesco petrol 
station by Redriff Road 
has opened, and includes 
a new pedestrian route 
from Lower Road to the 
Shopping Centre.

Construction work is underway 
to build a new below-ground 
electricity substation at the rear 
of the Printworks by Quebec Way. 
It will provide electricity for the 
development as well as the wider 
local area. 

Further restoration works 
to the Grade II listed 
former Dock Offices 
are underway, including 
creating a sales and 
marketing suite.

New Time & Talents community 
hub opens at Surrey Quays 
Shopping Centre 
Local charity Time & Talents has 
launched a new community hub at 
Surrey Quays Shopping Centre, from 
where they’re running a range of free 
older adults and children’s activities.

Now in its 135th year, Time & Talents 
works to reduce loneliness and 
isolation and provide ways for 
people to connect and be part of the 
community. From parent and toddler 
sessions to gardening, exercise classes 
and a volunteer befriending service 
for older, more isolated residents in 
Rotherhithe, there’s something  
for everyone.

Since 2017 we’ve provided Time & 
Talents with a second community 
space (known as T&T2) at Surrey 
Quays Shopping Centre, in addition to 
their centre in St Marychurch Street, 
Rotherhithe. T&T2 has now moved 
to a different place in the Shopping 
Centre, on the ground floor between 
Card Factory and the Perfume Shop; 
so that we can continue to provide a 
community space at the heart of the 
shopping centre. 

Find out about the range of free 
activities Time & Talents run on their 
website (www.timeandtalents.org.uk). 
The space is also available to hire 
to community groups when Time & 
Talents is not running events – if you 
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Time & Talents run a range of free older adults 
and children’s activities from T&T2 in the 

Shopping Centre

Local news and updates 
are interested in hiring the space 
please email  
info@timeandtalents.co.uk or call 
020 7231 7845. 

continued overleaf

http://www.timeandtalents.org.uk
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Local charity Global Generation is 
building a vibrant new community 
garden and educational space in 
Canada Water, and seeking your help 
to bring it to life. 

The garden, off Quebec Way by the 
new TEDI-London campus, will also 
include a multi-use educational space 
and community kitchen. The vision is 
for it to be the work of many hands 
from across the community, so Global 
Generation is looking for volunteers 
to help build the new classroom and 
grow the garden. Like getting your 
hands dirty or want to grow your own 
veg but don’t have the space? Join 
one of the community building days 
or apply for one of the free growing 
beds and join in monthly Wednesday 
workshops to boost your skills with 
the help of expert gardeners. Email 
jack@globalgeneration.org.uk for 
more information and to sign up. 

Get in touch!

Help Global Generation build a 
new community garden

Volunteers are helping to build a new 
community garden by the Printworks

Joy’s Caribbean Fusion serves up tasty treats 
at Canada Water Market

British Land is committed to engaging with people in a way that is inclusive and accessible to everyone who lives, works and 
spends time here. We always look to communicate proactively and be contactable via a range of means, as well as keeping 
engagement personal and continuing to listen and learn about the local area and seek ideas and feedback on how we’re doing. 

If you have any questions or comments, please get in touch with the project team. Please also sign up to our mailing list for 
updates. We look forward to hearing from you.

We want to be accessible to all. If you would like to receive this newsletter in a different 
format, or have accessibility requirements, please contact us.
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Aged 10-18? Sign up to the youth 
leadership programme! 
Global Generation’s youth leadership 
programme supports 10- to 
18-year-olds to develop skills in 
communication, enterprise and 
leadership, as well as do hands-on 
work in the garden, from cooking to 
gardening and caring for hens! It runs 
every other Thursday after school and 
is great experience for CVs – email 
emma@globalgeneration.org.uk for 
details on how to apply. 

Who is Global Generation?
Global Generation is an environmental 
education charity that works 
with local schools and families to 
support young people to make an 
environmental and social difference 
by involving them in the co-creation 
of public spaces and enabling them 
to shape elements of the public realm 
within our development. They’ve been 
running workshops and activities from 
their previous space at The Printworks 
since 2016, as well as working with 
local schools to support planting in 
the wider local area, such as recently 
at Silwood Estate. We’ve provided 
space for the new garden to enable 
Global Generation to grow and 
expand on this work. 

Canada Water Market opens  
on Sundays 
London’s newest and most exciting 
weekly food market launched in April 
and takes place at Deal Porter Square 
every Sunday, featuring fresh and 
sustainable food from local producers 
and talented cooks.

The market is run by local operator 
Will Cutteridge, of Squid Markets, 
founder of Wapping Docklands 

Market. Will has a strong track record 
of establishing a popular community 
market, with an emphasis on British-
made low-carbon-footprint goods and 
supporting local enterprise. 

Will is keen to create opportunities 
for local businesses to be part of the 
market. To start this journey, Will has 
been working with Thrive, a low-cost 
work and maker space that supports 
start-ups and entrepreneurs in Canada 
Water, to introduce new stall holders 
to the regular Sunday market. The 
first stallholder to join on the opening 
week was ‘Plant & Person’, selling a 
selection of handmade terrariums and 
mini house plants. 

If you run a small business or stall 
and would like to find out more about 
participating in the Canada Water 
Market, please contact Will directly on 
07769 191101.
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