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Site information

Canada Dock
Update on preparatory works in advance of Canada Dock 

improvements

This information sheet provides an update on ongoing activity in preparation for construction works 

in the dock, which are expected to begin later in the year. Improvements will include the 

construction of a new wetland habitat, a new 170m long boardwalk and new seating and steps 

along the southern edge of the dock leading down to the water.

April 2022

Installation of survey equipment

Subject to favourable weather conditions, contractor Galldris is expecting delivery of a crane and 

piling rig on Monday 25th April 2022. The crane will be positioned in the location shown in the 

image below while it lifts the piling rig and a floating mobile pontoon onto the water to enable 

ground condition surveys to take place within the dock. 

Once the piling rig is safely positioned on the 

floating pontoon, the crane will leave site and 

return towards the end of May to remove the 

machinery once work is complete.

Pedestrian access will be maintained alongside 

the dock at all times. To ensure the safety of the 

travelling public and workforce, the walkway 

along the southern edge of the dock (near to 

The Range) will be reduced in width slightly and 

temporarily diverted away from the operational 

activity when needed.

The Deal Porters Statue located 

within the dock will be protected 

whilst site investigation activities take 

place nearby.

The operation of Surrey Docks 

Angling Club will remain unaffected 

whilst these investigative works are 

carried out although the survey 

team will need to access the 

floating pontoon by boat to/from 

the jetty along the eastern edge of 

the dock. 

Ground condition surveys and 
water level monitoring

These investigative works will take place over the course 

of 4-5 weeks and are expected to complete by the end 

of May 2022.

Within the dock, the rig will move to specific locations to 

drill a number of boreholes, some of which are required 

for groundwater and gas monitoring where samples will 

be taken for lab testing. Water level monitoring will also 

be carried out in four locations along the eastern edge 

of the dock during this time. 

The information gathered from these works will help us 

better understand the natural conditions of the dock so 

that we can preserve and enhance it for all users.
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Ecological mitigation and 

sustainable practice

As part of our ongoing works we 

are currently upgrading existing 

and installing new temporary 

bird nesting areas to 

compensate for the loss of 

existing habitat. We have 

harvested existing reeds for 

reuse within these areas to 

match the existing environment. 

Following our previous tree 

clearance works, we supplied 

tree stumps, wood chippings 

and reeds cleared from the 

dock to local charities and 

schools to ensure every element 

for reuse.
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When work outside of standard hours is 

needed, for example to accommodate 

delivery of large machinery, this will be 

agreed with Southwark Council and 

communicated in advance via our 

website.

As shown in the image to the right, 

contractors will access the dock via 

Surrey Quays Road and Deal Porters 

Way. Vehicles travelling to/from the site 

will be carefully managed to minimise 

congestion. 

We do not expect that any road closures 

will be needed as part of these works.

Remaining tree/vegetation clearance

The majority of the tree/vegetation clearance along 

the western and southern edges of the dock has now 

been carried out. Some continuous maintenance to 

keep vegetation down to ground level to prevent birds 

from nesting will be carried out as required.

Our Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) has been 

providing ongoing guidance during the works to ensure 

we are compliant with the agreed process. As such, 

you may have noticed some exclusion zones have 

been set up in some areas where nesting swans and 

birds were found to be present when work began. This 

approach – as agreed with the Swan Sanctuary – has 

prevented tree/vegetation clearance being carried 

out in close proximity to the nests to ensure they 

weren’t impacted or disrupted as a result of the works. 

Under the guidance of the ECoW, we will return to 

complete the tree/vegetation clearance in these 

locations once the eggs are hatched and the young 

have migrated elsewhere (or to other areas of the 

dock).

For more information on works being undertaken across the Canada Water development, please visit 

our website. If you have any questions about the activities outlined in this information sheet, please 
contact us using the details below. Updates will be published on our website when available.

Working hours and construction route

Contractors will be working standard construction hours: 

• Monday – Friday, 8am-6pm 

• Saturday, 8am-2pm 

(no noisy works before 9am). 
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