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IntroDuCtIon
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Introduction

project summary

the vision for Canada Water masterplan 
is to create a vibrant, inclusive, mixed-use 
urban centre. Comprising a wide range of 
uses, the masterplan includes workspace, 
retail, leisure, community and public 
spaces, as well as new homes for a range 
of ages, incomes and life stages.

this particular document has been 
prepared by townshend landscape 
architects and is submitted in support 
of a hybrid planning application for the 
Canada Water masterplan. the hybrid 
planning application is made in relation 
to land bounded by surrey Quays road to 
the north, lower road (a200) to the west, 
redriff road (B205) to the south, Quebec 
Way to the east (the “site”) on behalf of Bl 
CW Holdings ltd, a subsidiary of British 
land Company plc (“the applicant”), 
hereafter referred to as “British land”.

the urban design principles that form the basis 
for the masterplan are summarised as six word-
pairs: 

unique and memorable. 

the Canada Water masterplan will create 
a tapestry of different character areas that build 
on the site’s rich context and history.

Connected and permeable. 

a legible network of streets and spaces will 
tie together new areas of development with 
the surrounding communities.

sustainable and healthy. 

activity-filled green routes and spaces will 
prioritise active leisure, walking and cycling 
to support and promote healthy lifestyles.

Diverse and vibrant. 

Different environments will be created for people 
of all ages and backgrounds to live, work, learn 
and play.

Contextual and responsive.  

the masterplan will identify opportunities for 
growth while setting parameters for quantum and 
scale appropriate to the existing context.

enduring and adaptable.  
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Introduction

purpose of the Design Guidelines

How to use the Design Guidelines

these Design Guidelines have been produced by 
townshend landscape architects on behalf of 
British land. the Design Guidelines help deliver 
the vision of the public realm at Canada Water by:

•	 co-ordinating the development of individual 
development zones into a high-quality 
public realm,

•	 integrating it with the surrounding urban context 
by drawing upon local character, topography and 
history, and 

•	 maintaining a balance between control and 
flexibility to accommodate the contingencies 
of the future.

the Design Guidelines integrate with a suite of 
application documents – including parameter 
plans, Development specification and the 
Design and access statement. these documents 
are concieved to be read together to avoid 
duplication of information and minimise conflict 
between the documents. 

this document should be read in conjuction 
with Volume I which sets out the masterplan 
framework.

three levels of control in the design guidelines are 
indicated by the following words:

•	 ‘must’ indicates mandatory compliance.

•	 ‘should’ indicates strong encouragement.

•	 ‘could’ indicates a suggestion or a workable 
option.

each guideline is comprised of 

•	 a reference number in the format XXn.n

•	 a heading in bold, 

•	 guideline text in regular font, and 

•	 may include guideline rationales in italics

•	 and supporting images. 

the guideline text is the control element; images 
and graphics are illustrative unless explicitly 
referred to as a control diagram in the guideline 
text. Guideline rationales are also provided for 
information only.
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pr public realm
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1 VIsIon

place-making is at the heart of this vision, with a public realm 
that brings together a network of carefully considered, locally 
distinct public squares, parks and streets, each with a clear 
character, use and identity.  the robust and high quality public 
realm will strengthen connections to neighbouring areas, 
promote an urban environment where the quality of life and 
the quality of the environment are integral. the spaces will be 
animated places that people will enjoy, want to spend time and 
feel safe in.

With an emphasis on health, wellbeing, sports and play, Canada 
Water will become a distinctive destination that makes a lasting 
contribution to the people who live, work and visit the area. 
nature and the ecology of surrounding green and blue spaces 
are an important asset in which to draw into the public realm. 
the public realm has been designed to bring us closer together 
to each other and with nature, helping to create a sociable and 
sustainable place.

pr1.1.1 Improve connectivity

the key for creating a successful public realm is 
providing a movement network with a highly 
interconnected, legible and ‘people friendly’ open 
space.  accessibility and permeability should be 
encouraged by linking the existing routes and the 
wider network.

to maximise connections between open spaces, 
through streets and green links.

pr1.1.2 reflect Canada Water’s qualities and distinctive 
character

the public realm plays a key role in defining the 
“image” of the new development. the public 
space influences the perception of the area and 
affects desires to live, work and visit these places. 
the design should aim to reinforce the existing 
identity and invest in quality, design and materials 
to create a positive/desired image.

to create a design that can shape the character 
of the public realm, creating continuity and 
increasing the amenities of the existing area.

pr1  site Wide public realm

A

B

C

E

D

F
G

J

H
L

M

K



9   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1.6 Be accessible and inclusive

movement through the public realm should 
be easy, pleasurable and intuitive for everyone.  
streets and spaces should be designed to be 
inclusive.
to achieve solutions that create safe and 
accessible environment for all members of 
the community and visitors, where everyone 
can participate equally and independently in 
everyday activities.

pr1.1.5 Be simple, consistent and high quality

the public realm requires high quality 
components, materials and design to create a 
simple and consistent background throughout 
the Development.

proposals should respond to the character of the 
area to create and reinforce hierarchy, a sense of 
place and legibility through the Development. 

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed spaces, a sense of place and identity.

pr1.1.4 Be active, multi-purpose and provide amenity

a vibrant public realm is not just the result of 
quality design, but the way in which a place 
encourages and creates opportunities for 
activities.  the buildings and the public realm 
should work together to provide a variety of uses 
and spaces where people can interact and use the 
public realm in a variety of ways.  

to provide a multi-functional and flexible public 
realm able to adapt to changes, allowing for a 
range of uses and users.

pr1.1.3 Health and wellbeing (social interaction)

a healthy public realm creates healthy 
communities (socially and economically). the 
design should consider the strong relationship 
between quality of life and access to open 
spaces.  the public realm should be designed 
to encourage people’s opportunities to walk, 
cycle, use public transport in a friendly and safe 
environment.  Quiet enjoyment of nature has 
been shown to be important for mental wellbeing 
and quality of life.

to provide open spaces to encourage physical 
activity and recreate and participate in 
community life.
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1 ConneCtIon to open spaCes

pr1.1.1 public realm Components

the key public realm components should:

•	 provide strategic connections in the form of a  ‘Green link’

•	 Connect Canada Water station to lower road via a High street

•	 respond to its edges

•	 Create a network of healthy streets

•	 Deliver an coherent open space network

•	 provide a lively pedestrian experience through public spaces
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Sitewide Public Realm
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1.2 provide strategic connections in the form of a  
‘Green link’

establishing strong, strategic connections is 
important to creating a successful masterplan for 
Canada Water linked to the wider context.

strategic connections should link the existing 
parks with proposed green connections (a ‘Green 
link’) through the Development, increasing 
access to existing and proposed open spaces, 
enhancing biodiversity and promoting an active 
and healthy lifestyle.

to reinforce the opportunities for providing 
connectivity and green infrastructure through the 
Development.

pr1.1.3 Connect Canada Water station to lower road via 
a High street

the High street should play a central role 
in connecting the different parts of the 
Development and the existing surroundings to 
increase the permeability north-south (between 
Canada Water station and lower road) across the 
Development.

In term of legibility and hierarchy, the High street 
will become an important marker and guide to 
reach the station. the pedestrian flow along it can 
support new retail and leisure uses and can take 
advantage of the connection to lower road. 
to facilitate pedestrian movement through the 
site and create a comfortable, safe and enjoyable 
environment that encourages place function/
street activity.
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1.4 respond to its edges

the public realm should respond to the context 
and character of the area to develop a responsive 
and coordinated approach that supports and 
enhances the context in which it is located.  the 
public realm should help the Development to 
integrate with its context and promote a sense of 
community.

accessibility and permeability should be 
encouraged by linking to existing routes and the 
wider pedestrian and cycle network.

to reinforce the connections between the 
Development and the existing surroundings.

pr1.1.5 Create a network of healthy streets

movement through the public realm should be 
easy, pleasurable and intuitive. streets should be 
design as attractive spaces with coordinated and 
distinctive identities.  

streets should be designed to be inclusive and 
create a safe, legible and fully accessible public 
realm. 

the streets should:

•	 act as routes to improve accessibility, 
orientation primarily promoting pedestrian 
and cycle connectivity.

•	 encourage and support healthy lifestyles.

•	 encourage a fine grain network that allows 
a mix of different building uses, that can 
change and evolve over time. 
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1.6 Deliver a coherent open space network

the spatial organisation and structure of the 
Development generates a triangle of key spaces 
within the public realm.  the key public spaces 
within the Development are the town square, 
Dock and the park.   these spaces should support 
an increasingly diverse range of users, experiences, 
cultures and activities all year round.    

the design of the key spaces should be:

•	 multifunctional and support a range of users - 
different ages, abilities and cultures.

•	 promoting places in which people and nature 
are better connected.

•	 flexible (temporary, seasonal, fixed activities, 
changing in building uses).

•	 adaptable and durable with robust, high 
quality furniture and materials.

•	 encourage social interaction.

•	 promote health and wellbeing.

•	 support commerce, culture and art.

to promote a multifunctional network of open and 
green spaces with multiple benefits for people and 
wildlife.
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Sitewide Public Realm

pr1.1.7 provide lively pedestrian experiences through 
public spaces

the public realm should reinforce a landscape 
setting in which a variety of natural features and 
a wide range of activities (sport, play, informal 
recreation) should be provided.  

Different experiences along the journey through 
the public realm should be encouraged to 
provide different opportunities for discovering, 
interacting and enlivening the space. 

these “journeys” should be complementary to 
the key public spaces creating more intimate 
and peaceful areas distributed across the site for 
community activities and recreation.  

every “journey” should provide a distinctive 
identity and landscape character, enhanced by 
attractive paving and coordinated elements such 
as seating, lighting, planting to create a particular 
character.

to create a network of usable and interesting 
spaces and providing opportunities for 
interaction and social activities.
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Town Square
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the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.

IllustratIVe lanDsCape  sCHeme Components

Indicative zone for events

Indicative zone for water feature

Indicative zone for fixed seating and planting 

Indicative zone for outdoor seating associated with the 
ground floor building uses.

Indicative zone for cycle parking

trafficable surface to be co-ordinated with design of 
the square

Buffer zone between highways and open space

Indicative zone for semi-mature tree planting

Hard surfacing suitable for events

pr2  town square
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Town Square

the town square will become an important new 
civic space within the rotherhithe and surrey 
Docks area providing an active and lively key 
public space as part of the town centre.

the square is a public space for social gatherings 
and events. Design of the space should allow for 
flexibility of different uses which can be adapted 
throughout the day as well as hosting a calender 
of events throughout the year.

the town square is an opportunity to celebrate 
the strong identity of the area, promote social 
activity in the public realm and provide a lasting 
amenity which serves local people.

Buildings which sit on the square should help 
to animate its edges. Ground floor uses are 
encouraged to spill out into the public realm. 

the following guidelines describe the key 
principles of the town square design.
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Town Square

pr2.1 laYout

pr2.1.1 Zone for events

a zone for events without obstruction from fixed 
elements or furniture should be allowed for. 

a minimum size should be 25x40 m.

to provide a flexible area for events.

pr2.1.2 Water feature

the centre of the square is a possible location for 
a water feature. 

the design should allow pedestrian movement 
around and through. this zone should be 
capable of holding displays and events when the 
fountains are switched off. 

lighting could be used to illuminate the water in 
the evening. 

to provide an engaging feature for people to play 
and interact with.
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pr2.1.3 pedestrian movement

main pedestrian routes should be unobstructed. 

In particular desire lines from park Walk to surrey 
Quays place and diagonally across the square 
from surrey Quays station place to Development 
Zone D.

to allow ease of movement through the square 
and access to building entrances.
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Town Square

pr2.2 moVement
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pr2.2.1 pedestrian movement

main pedestrian routes should be unobstructed. 

In particular desire lines from park Walk to surrey 
Quays place and diagonally across the square 
from surrey Quays station place to Development 
Zone D.

to allow ease of movement through the square 
and access to building entrances.

pr2.2.2 Vehicular access

a point of controlled vehicular access should be 
provided from the Deal porters Way (the High 
street) to the square.

to allow occasional access for emergency, 
maintenance and events vehicles. 

pr2.2.3 Bus stop

If a bus stop is required along the High street in 
close proximity to the square, the bus stop design 
should be integrated within the overall design of 
the square.

to provide easy access by public transport to the 
town square.
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Town Square
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pr2.3 eDGes

pr2.3.1 spill-out zone D

outdoor movable seating areas are encouraged at 
the edges of the square.

to encourage outdoor dining and social activity in 
the public realm. 

pr2.3.2 extended spill-out zone e

Where restaurants are provided, extended areas 
of movable seating should be encouraged 
which could benefit from afternoon and evening 
sunlight.

location of seating should not prohibit 
permeability through the square and access to 
building entrances.

to maximise outdoor dining and social activity in 
areas of afternoon and evening sunlight.
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Town Square

pr2.3.3 High street buffer

strategically located street furniture and tree 
planting should be used to create an attractive 
buffer between the High street and the square.

Dominant security features to pas 68 
specifications are not required.

use of security bollards should be avoided. 

to create an attractive buffer while deterring 
hostile vehicles from entering the square.
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Town Square
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pr2.4 plantInG

pr2.4.1 Green canopy

the tree planting within the town square should 
be defined by a ‘ring’ of trees.

future growth of trees should have clear stems of 
4m. trees should be selected and grown for this 
purpose.

trees should be semi-mature when planted and 
have a minimum girth of 40cm.

to help define the shape of the square with 
a canopy of trees whilst maintaining views to 
building frontages.

an illustrative example of a tree layout
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Town Square

pr2.5 paVInG
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pr2.5.1 paving quality

paving should be read in conjunction with the site 
wide materials strategy set out in this document.

a high quality and durable materials palettes 
should be provided for the town square capable 
to withstand large events taking place. 

stack bonded layouts should be avoided where 
possible.

to provide a high quality, robust and durable 
surface capable of hosting large events.

pr2.5.2 paving appearance

materials should be selected in accordance with a 
site wide materials palette.

Warm colour tones are preferred. Cold grey tones 
should be avoided. 

moderate colour variation in paving mixes is 
preferred. strong contrast within paving mixes 
should be avoided. 

to establish a strong sense of place.

pr2.5.3 road crossing

the use of paving in the carriageway and a raised 
table is encouraged in this location.

use of standard asphalt in this area should be 
avoided.

to reduce the impact of the road on the town 
square and improve permeability along park 
Walk. 
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Town Square

pr2.6 street furnIture

pr2.6.1 street furniture

street furniture should be read in conjunction 
with the site wide materials strategy. fixed street 
furniture must be provided to provide accessible 
seating for all.

seating is to include different heights of seating, 
and a sufficient proportion to include arm rests 
and back rests. timber furniture is preferred.

to provide a range of seating in the town square 
and to suit people’s needs.
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Town Square
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pr2.6.2 Cycle parking

Cycle parking should be located at corners of the 
square. 

Cycle parking locations should be designed to a 
high quality and integrated into the overall design 
of the square.

to provide cycle parking at locations where 
people are likely to enter the square.

pr2.6.3 Cycling 

Cyclists should be encouraged to slow or 
dismount when appropriate in the square using 
subtle signage and surface finishes.

a demarcated cycle lane in the square should be 
avoided to minimise conflict.

to provide a shared pedestrian and cycling 
environment which is safe for all users.
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Park
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Indicative zone for outdoor seating 
associated with the groundfloor 
building uses.

Defensible edge

Indicative zone for open lawn

Indicative zone for flower garden

Indicative zone for community  
garden

Indicative zone for adventure 
playground

Indicative zone for play trail

potential location for 

community hub

potential location for fitness equipment

potential location for skate and teenage play area

Indicative zone for cycle parking

trafficable surface

Indicative zone for semi-mature tree planting

pr3 park

the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.
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Park

the park is a key public space providing a mix 
of uses for all. the park should be a lively green 
space for people to enjoy all year round.

the park will provide a significant green space 
with a strong relationship with the buildings 
around it. a strong framework should be 
established with the flexibility to accommodate 
for future needs. 

the park should encourage and promote social 
interaction, community spirit and healthy living. 
a Community Hub should provide a focus for 
people to engage with the park. Volunteering, 
teaching, community projects, events and 
activities are all encouraged and can be used as 
a starting point for people to engage with the 
public realm.

the following guidelines describe the key 
principles of the park design.
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Park

pr3.1 laYout

pr3.1.1 open lawn

an open lawn area with a minimum size of 
1500m2 should be included in the park. 

the edges of the lawn should use varying 
topography to create a sense of containment.

to provide a large usable open green space for 
informal use. 

pr3.1.2 adventure play trails

an adventure playground should be located in the 
park to benefit from afternoon sunlight.

to provide an engaging play area for families to 
play after school.

pr3.1.3 teenage play area

a multi functional teenage play space should 
be provided within the park. an example could 
include a bespoke concrete skate area. this should 
be protected by topography and a planting buffer 
adjacent to the street. areas of raised planting, 
variation in surface level should be incorporated 
to add visual interest. 

the design should accommodate social and 
recreational activities for young people when the 
skate park is not in use.

to promote and encourage physical activity and 
fun.
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Park

pr3.1.4 layering of uses

a layering of uses is encouraged by providing 
multifunctional amenities areas e.g. skatable areas 
which can also be used for basketball etc.

to maximise space and extend the usability 
of amenity spaces and encourage a social and 
inclusive environment.

pr3.1.5 Community Hub 

a Community Hub should be placed centrally 
within the park with a strong connection with the 
main path. 

the Community Hub could include a café, an 
educational facility, a community garden, or a 
meeting and event space.

to provide a covered social space for use in all 
weather. 

pr3.1.6  points of interest

small pavilions or sculptures could be 
incorporated into the park. 

to create different covered spaces or points of 
interest, in order to diversify the uses (spaces for 
outdoor lessons, spaces for relax and staying, for 
gathering, etc).

pr3.1.7 topography

landforms, mounds, hills, dips etc. should be 
incorporated into the design of the park. 

mounds could have different heights and 
alignments to provide varying environmental 
conditions.

to add visual interest and help to divide spaces 
and uses. they additionally offer a play value. 
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Park

pr3.2 moVement

pr3.2.1 key pedestrian and cycle movement

a hierarchy of main paths that serve the 
primary movement through the park should be 
incorporated into the design.

the main paths should be a minimum of 4 m wide. 

to provide ease of movement through the park.

pr3.2.2 Cycling

low speed cycle movements are encouraged 
within the park.

a demarcated cycle lane in the park should be 
avoided to minimise conflict.

to provide ease of movement through the park in 
a shared pedestrian and cycle environment.

pr3.2.3 perimeter pedestrian and cycle movement

a pedestrian and cycle connection should be 
provided along the edges of the park adjacent to 
the buildings.

to allow movement along the perimeter of the 
park to access the buildings. 
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Park

pr3.2.4 secondary routes

Informal secondary routes should be incorporated 
into the park layout connecting amenities and the 
play areas.

to connect a variety of amenity spaces and 
flexible spaces.

pr3.2.5 Vehicular access

street servicing should be restricted to the 
southern edge of the park. servicing requirements 
should be incorporated into the design of the 
park.

Controlled access to the park should be provided 
for delivery, maintenance, emergency and events 
access.

the treatment of the service route should 
reinforce pedestrian priority.

to allow servicing access for the buildings.
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Park

the edge of the park should avoid a continuous 
straight line.

the design of the edge should consider creating 
an irregular edge to provide visual interest and 
ensure the park feels integrated with the building 
edges.

pr3.3 eDGes

pr3.3.1 active park edges

Where active ground floor units are provided, spill 
out spaces could be provided and encouraged in 
the public realm. 

a 4 m clear pedestrian access route should be 
maintained around the perimeter of the park.

to provide an active park edge with a strong 
relationship to the buildings.
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Park

the design should consider a direct and 
meandering route. 

a variety of activities should be encouraged to 
create a strong relationship to the buildings.

a landscape break consisting of planting should 
be provided between commercial uses and 
activities to create a visual permeability through 
to the park.

an illustrative example of the building edge.
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Park

pr3.4 plantInG

pr3.4.1 trees

trees should be integrated along the park’s 
boundary to reinforce the park edge.  large trees 
with a ‘city park’ character should be selected to 
define the space.  a broad variety of species and 
specimens should be selected to create variety, 
interest and ecological diversity.  

play areas should be planted with a variety of trees 
in order to provide natural play areas as part of the 
park.

to create a strong green structure to the park and 
provide seasonal interest.

pr3.4.2 rain gardens

the edges of the park could provide rain gardens 
planted with a mix of herbaceous perennials and 
grasses to provide a strong visual interest.

Breaks in this zone should be maintained to allow 
for pedestrian permeability to the park.

to provide a visual amenity, filter and attenuate 
water and create wildlife habitats.

Rain garden
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Park

pr3.4.3 Gardens

Gardens should be incorporated within the park.

the gardens should provide quieter areas for 
seating and engaging planting for people and 
wildlife.

to provide an engaging amenity space and 
encourage biodiversity and pollinators, to provide 
a long and varied flowering period.

pr3.4.4 Community garden

a community garden could be incorporated into 
the park linked to the Community Hub.

to allow people to grow food and encourage 
social and communal activities.

pr3.5 paVInG

pr3.5.1 paving/Hard surface

a high quality and durable materials palette 
should be used. 

materials should be selected in accordance with 
the site-wide materials palette.

Warm colour tones are preferred. Cold grey tones 
should be avoided.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed space, sense of place and identity
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Park

pr3.6 furnIture

pr3.6.1 seating 

seating should be provided throughout the park 
in appropriate locations.

Various types of seating (seating edge, benches, 
flexible furniture, communal tables, etc) should be 
provided.

a provision of accessible seating with arm rests 
and back rests should be provided.

to provide place for people to spend time in the 
park.

pr3.6.2 Cycle parking

Cycle parking should be located at strategic 
locations where people are entering the park and 
around the Community Hub.

to provide cycle parking at locations where people 
are likely to enter the park. 
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pr3.7 plaYspaCe

pr3.7.1 adventure playground design

play equipment should be integrated as part of 
the overall concept design for the park. play spaces 
should provide for a range of different age groups. 
enhancing play equipment by incorporating 
topography and planting is encouraged.

Bespoke play structures are encouraged. 
Conventional fenced play areas should be avoided.

to provide an engaging play area for families.

pr3.7.2 spectating areas 

a spectating area for adults could be placed in 
direct connection with the play areas. 

to provide a social space for meeting and 
overlooking the children in the play area.
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Dock

the vision is to re-imagine the Dock at Canada 
Water as a new public space for london.  

the aim is to create a new ‘City park’ where people 
and nature are better connected, to inspire 
interest in ecology, natural history and celebrate 
Canada Water at the heart of an emerging town 
Centre destination.

to create a park in which everyone will be able 
to enjoy the high quality green spaces proposed, 
and to be able to engage with the water.  a park 
that is rich with wildlife and every adult and child 
benefits from exploring, playing and learning 
outdoors. 

the edges of the Dock could be used to create 
seating and terraces to the water’s edge, to help 
activate and form vantage points, as well as 
creating opportunities to explore and discover 
the Dock.  a crossing point could be incorporated 
through the Dock to improve permeability in the 
area.

as part of the proposals to promote the 
biodiversity and enhance the ecology, wildlife 
interpretation signage could be incorporated to 
further promote the learning and engagement 
experience, and linked to wider nature trails as 
part of a peninsular wide benefit.

to Park 
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Dock

pr4.1 soutHern eDGe

lanDsCape  sCHeme Components
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the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.
planning application boundary

Indicative zone for cycle parking

Indicative zone for semi-mature tree 
planting

possible zone for outdoor seating 
associated with the groundfloor building 
uses.
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Dock

pr4.1.1 pedestrian and cycle movement

the design should consider pedestrian and cycle 
movements as part of the Green link.

a clear pedestrian and cycle zone  of 
approximately 5m should be provided. this zone 
should accommodate fire and emergency access.

a demarcated cycle lane should be avoided to 
minimise conflict.

to allow the movement along the Dock edge and 
reinforce the Green link. to allow a direct link 
between southwark park, the Dock and russia 
Dock Woodland.

pr4.1.2 southern edge

possible outdoor seating area associated with 
building uses all along Development Zone D 
building façade.

additional seating area could be located along 
the Dock edge.  

to encourage social activity in the public realm. 

pr4.1.3 tree and planting zone

trees and other plants should be planted to 
reinforce the Green link. 

Breaks to be added into each planting zone to 
allow for pedestrian permeability. sections should 
be no longer than 10-15 m. Breaks 2-3 m wide.

to enhance the connection between southwark 
park and russia Dock Woodland.
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Dock

pr4.2 eXtenDeD DoCk eDGe

N

0 20m

the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 
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Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.
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pr4.2.1 extended Dock edge

subject to agreement with local stakeholders, the 
existing edge could be improved with new steps 
to get closer to the water. 

the proposal should only extend for a maximum 
of 12 m from the existing edge to engage with 
the water.

to provide a space for gathering along the Dock 
and offer a unique opportunity to interact with 
water, minimising requirement for physical 
barriers.

planning application boundary

amphitheatre

outdoor classroom

Deck

Indicative zone for planting

sloped access no steeper than 1:20 
gradient

preferred Boardwalk crossing 
location
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pr4.2.2 accessibility

an accessible slope no steeper than 1:21 
gradients should be provided.

to provide inclusive access to the Dock and an 
improved access to the water edge.
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pr4.3 eColoGICal eDGe

3m

0.5mwater level

pr4.3.1 Crossing 

the crossing should be approximately 3 m wide. 

Height of the crossing should be varied (from 
+5.5m to +4.7 m aoD). 

a consistent water level assumed +3.8 m  aoD.

to provide ecological engagement opportunities 
through the Dock.

planning application boundary

preferred crossing location

Zone for planting

nodes

ecological structure*

*
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Dock

slope max 1:30

pr4.3.2 Crossing - accessibility 

the crossing should be accessible for all users 
with a preferred slope at 1:30 gradient. 

Cycle users will not be permitted to use the 
crossing as this will be at detriment to the wildlife.

to allow inclusive access for pedestrians and 
people with mobility impairment.

pr4.3.3 nodes

a node should be inserted between crossing 
segments. these nodes can be used for 
viewpoints and can act as rest points with seating 
for accessibility. 

to create different spaces in order to diversify 
the uses (spaces for outdoor lessons, spaces for 
relaxing and staying, for bird-watching, etc).

a main node, to replace the existing structure, 
should be incorporated within the middle of the 
crossing to provide shelter and a seating area. 
the main node could provide vertical habitat 
structures for birds and bats. this structure could 
be incorporated into a covered shelter for people.

to create a range of usable spaces (for outdoor 
lessons, spaces for relaxing and sitting, for bird-
watching, etc)

pr4.3.4 restoring the wetland habitat

the wetland habitat should re-profiled with 
sediment to maximise the water edge. 

to create varied wetland habitats and encourage 
biodiversity. 

30m approx
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Dock

pr4.3.5 Water channel

the wetland habitat should include smaller 
water channel/ditches. Ditches should be 3-4 m 
wide as a minimum, with a variety of alignments 
to provide varying environmental conditions. 
a sequence of water channels (We direction) 
approximately every 30 m should be created. 
these should be connected to each other. Ditches 
should be 1–2 m deep, with varied edges.

to improve the water circulation through 
the Dock and provide a safe environment for 
breeding birds away from foxes, cats and rats. to 
increase the experience of visitor in a mosaic of 
habitats.

pr4.3.6 open water 

the wetland habitat should create open water 
spaces along the western edge. open water/pools 
(gently varied topography) to be connected with 
channels to the main open water. 

to increase areas with different habitats for 
aquatic plants and animals. 



47   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Dock

pr4.4 plantInG

pr4.4.1 existing vegetation

existing vegetation to be managed and restored 
to a wetland habitat in accordance with its 
designation as a sInC.

to prevent the decline in quality of the wetland 
habitat.

pr4.4.2 proposed vegetation 

the existing vegetation should be restored 
with reed beds and other emergent vegetation, 
including lesser reedmace typha angustifolia, and 
also areas of willow and alder carr. 

Islands of smaller and diverse reedbeds are 
preferred.

to increase wetland habitat to provide safety from 
predators, shade the water for aquatic plants and 
animals

pr4.4.3 trees and woody plants

an area with taller riparian vegetation (e.g.willow, 
alder carr, etc) should be provided all around the 
main node of the ecological edge.

to increase the diversity of habitats for plants and 
animals.
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pr4.4.4 Green areas

areas of low level planting should be provided 
to the extended edge to replace the existing 
vegetation.  mix of native and non-native species 
providing source of colour and nectar for bees 
and butterflies and to encourage people to 
explore and engage with wildlife.

to encourage people to explore and engage with 
the ecology and wildlife. 

pr4.4.5 Green link - trees

trees and other plants should be placed along the 
Green link as part of the tree planting strategy.  
species selection will include appropriate native 
species or species with a proven wildlife value.

 to enhance the connection between southwark 
park and russia Dock Woodland.

pr4.4.6 Habitat connectivity

structures within the dock (e.g. crossing, 
viewpoints, etc) should be designed to allow 
connectivity between the wetland habitat and 
the open water for wildlife to move freely.  Both 
sides of the crossing generally planted with reeds 
apart from ditch crossings.

It is important for aquatic and terrestrial animals 
to be able to move freely between feeding, 
breeding and resting areas.
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Dock

pr4.5 paVInG

pr4.5.1 paving quality

a high quality and durable materials palette 
should be used. 

to provide a high quality, robust and durable 
surface capable of hosting events.

pr4.5.2 paving appearance

materials should be selected in accordance with 
the site-wide materials palette.

Warm colour tones are preferred. Cold grey tones 
should be avoided.

moderate colour variation in paving mixes is 
preferred. strong contrast within paving mixes 
should be avoided. 

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed space, to create sense of place and 
identity.
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Dock

pr4.6 furnIture

pr4.6.1 street furniture

street furniture must be of robust construction, 
resistant to vandalism.

street furniture could reinforce the sites heritage.

to provide an harmonious landscape with a 
common visual language, recognisable across the 
public realm.

pr4.6.2 Interpretation boards

Interpretation boards covering ecology and 
history of the area could be introduced into the 
Dock. this will help people engage with wildlife in 
a sensitive way, and include information on quiet 
enjoyment of nature and not feeding ducks so as 
to discourage vermin.

to promote information exchange and 
engagement.

pr4.6.3 Cycle parking

Cycle parking to be located in strategic locations 
close to retail shops and in clear view to increase 
sense of security.

to provide cycle parking areas that avoid creating 
dead spaces.
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Dock

pr4.7 plaY

pr4.7.1 playable space

playable space should be provided around the 
Dock. Informal play areas is encouraged as part of 
the site wide play strategy.

Informal play areas could include an amphitheatre 
(seating areas), outdoor stage, pond dipping 
areas.

to increase informal recreation opportunities and 
playable space, where water and wildlife can help 
to make a more attractive and enlivened public 
space.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)

the High street is a primary north/south link. 
Design of which should reinforce the traditional 
character of a typical london street, allowing 
for ease of movement and high volumes of 
pedestrians.

the High street should define the character of the 
area. Buildings along its length should respond to 
the streetscape appropriately. 

functional elements such as service bays and 
bus stops should be fully integrated into the 
streetscape design. sustainable design should 
also be incorporated into the design for drainage 
and tree planting.

Design should be considered within the context 
of transport for london’s ambitions for healthy 
streets. see guidance 

•	 Healthy streets for london 2017

the following guidelines describe how the 
streetscape should establish a familiar High street 
typical to london.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)
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pr5.1 moVement

pr5.1.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider the pedestrian routes  
along the High street on both sides of the street 
to allow a connection between Canada Water 
station and surrey Quays station.

to allow pedestrian movement along the High 
street and circulation for the building entrances.

pr5.1.2 Vehicular movement

a carriageway is located in the centre of the High 
street.

the design of the highway should promote 
speeds of less than 20 mph.

to facilitate the vehicular movement through the 
site which includes: bus routes, cycle movement.

pr5.1.3 Bus stops

Bus stops will be located along the High street.

Bus stops should form part of an integrated 
design with the High street.

a clear flat pedestrian route should be provided 
along the building facade (3 m minimum) when 
a raised platform is required for level access into 
buses.

to provide a clear route along the High street 
with accessible bus stops.
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pr5.2 laYout

pr5.2.1 pavement widths

a pavement (minimum width of 5 m) along both 
sides of the street should be provided. 

to facilitate pedestrian movement through 
the site and to create a comfortable, safe, and 
enjoyable environment for pedestrians.

pr5.2.2 Crossing points

level crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists 
should be placed in frequent locations as shown 
here indicatively.

Junctions should be designed to reduce traffic 
speeds.

to provide clear pedestrian and cycle priority 
in frequent locations. opportunities to create a 
successful public realm that encourages place 
function/street activity.

pr5.2.3 footway 

the footway is characterised by four different 
zones: 
a) frontage zone (with possible outdoor seating 
area): 1.5 m wide
B) footway clear zone:  2 m minimum
C) tree and furniture zone
D) kerb zone 

 to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site in a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)
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pr5.2.4 frontage zone

Zone to be kept free of fixed street furniture and 
street signage to minimise obstructing retail 
frontage and encourage window browsing.

possible outdoor seating area associated with 
building uses all along the façades is permitted. 
this zone should be no more than 1.5 m wide 
when the street is constrained to 20 m.

to encourage social activity in the public realm.

pr5.2.5 footway clear zone

a zone entirely free of obstruction with a 
minimum width of 2 meters. 

to allow pedestrian movement along the footway.

pr5.2.6 tree and furniture zone

trees and street furniture such as benches 
(cycle stands, lighting, signage) should be 
accommodated along the street into a clear zone 
(C).

to demarcate the separation between High street 
and pedestrian area and at the same time to 
allow unobstructed pedestrian flows and provide 
pleasant places to stop and relax.

pr5.2.7 kerb zone

to be kept completely free of street furniture with 
a minimum width of 0.5 meters.

to prevent damage from vehicles overhanging 
the carriageway edge.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)
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pr5.3 plantInG

pr5.3.1 trees

trees generally should not be planted closer than 
5 m from the building line. 

to allow for future growth of the tree.

pr5.3.2 soft landscape

the tree and furniture zone could include soft 
landscape integrated with seating, lighting tree 
and planting .

tree trenches could additionally be used to 
attenuate water and maximise the soil volume for 
rooting system.

permeable paving could be used in association 
with the soft landscape and street furniture. 

soft landscape combined with trees help to 
promote vibrant streetscape. Water is additionally 
filtered and attenuated. 
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)

pr5.4 paVInG

pr5.4.1 paving

a high quality and durable materials palette 
should be used. 

stone paving for footways is preferred.  Warm 
colour tones are preferred. Cold grey tones should 
be avoided.

running bond preferred. paving units should be 
laid out with regular transvers bond across the 
footway at 90 degrees to the kerb.

single gauged width and varied length preferred.

300 mm granite kerbs preferred.

asphalt for carriageway. 

to provide a high quality streetscape.

pr5.4.2 paving variations

area with paving variations demarcating sub-
spaces could be used for the tree and furniture 
zone, in particular permeable paving (e.g. grit 
jointing)could be used to intercept water.

to provide a high quality streetscape.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)

pr5.4.3 Crossing points

Crossing points with a stone surface to match the 
High street, town square and Dock should be 
used. 

setts are preferred.

to enhance permeability and create a high 
quality surface finish to help emphasise greater 
pedestrian priority.

pr5.4.4 loading bay and footway crossovers

loading bays and crossovers with a stone surface 
to match the footway should be used.

Corners of the loading bays should  have furniture 
(benches, signage, etc) or trees to prevent 
vehicles extending beyond the actual area of the 
bay and to create a visual clarity for pedestrian 
routes.

full width of the footway to be used by 
pedestrians (flush kerb) when loading is not 
taking place.

to provide a high quality streetscape and ensure 
the full width of the footway is available to 
pedestrians when loading bays are not in use.
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)

pr5.5 furnIture

pr5.5.1 street furniture

seating and fixed furniture should be provided to 
create a distinctive character to the streetscape 
and help to separate pedestrians and vehicles.  

opportunities to introduce timber elements.  

to provide an harmonious landscape with a 
common visual language, recognisable across the 
public realm.

pr5.5.2 Cycle parking

Visitor cycle parking should be located along the 
street, in strategic locations close to retail and 
building entrances and in clear view to increase a 
sense of security.

to provide cycle parking areas in convenient and 
safe locations. 
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Deal Porters Way (The High Street)

pr5.6 plaYspaCe

pr5.6.1 playable space

playable space could be provided in pocket 
spaces and street furniture zones, if appropriate.

to increase informal recreation opportunities and 
playable space in child-friendly environment.
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the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.

park design Guideline boundary

town square Guideline boundary

surrey Quays station place Guide-
lines boundary

Indicative zone for semi-mature tree 
planting, amenity uses, pocket spaces, play 
spaces
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Park Walk

park Walk is a pedestrian street linking together 
southwark park and russia Dock Woodland 
as part of the Green Infrastructure strategy. 
the character of the street is to promote social 
interaction. pocket spaces along the length of the 
street allow opportunities for social activities in 
the public realm such as communal seating, play 
and fitness equipment. planting in the park Walk 
could reinforce and celebrate food. the seasonal 
planting would provide interest throughout the 
year. food growing within the public realm could 
be within raised beds and pocket gardens. 
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Park Walk

pr6.1 moVement

pr6.1.1 pedestrian and cycle movement

the design should consider pedestrian and cycle 
movement between southwark park, the town 
square, the park and russia Dock Woodland.

a pedestrian connection should be provided 
along the building facade on both sides. 

a demarcated cycle lane should be avoided to 
minimise conflicts.

to provide clear pedestrian priority and cycle 
movements though the Development and allow 
circulation for the building entrances.
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pr6.2.1 Dimensions 

Direct cycle and pedestrian routes along the 
façades (on both sides of park Walk) should be  a 
minimum width of 4 meters.

to provide ease of movement and a central zone 
for activity. 

pr6.2.2 Central spine

Breaks (unobstructed routes) should be placed 
into the central spine in frequent locations to 
allow for pedestrian permeability from one side to 
the other.

In particular breaks should be located in proximity 
of pedestrian routes through the buildings.

to create permeability across park Walk.
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pr6.2.3 edges

Cafe seating could be accommodated in the public 
realm. 

the design of the central spine should avoid a 
continuous straight line along the edge.

a minimum of a 4m clear pedestrian route to be 
provided between cafe seating areas and the 
central spine.

to provide activity along the building facade with 
flexible elements for seating and gathering but 
maintaining a clear pedestrian route.

pr6.2.4 Central spine - activities

the design of the central spine should provide 
a series of spaces which invite play and social 
activity. 

the scale of these spaces could be varied: a 
sequence of some smaller spaces (to create a 
sense of enclosure) and larger spaces could be 
located along the spine.

to create interesting and active places which are 
accessible year round, allows for flexible uses, 
connected to existing and new neighbourhoods.
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Park Walk

pr6.2.5 Junction on surrey Quays road

an open space should be provided along park 
Walk to create a transition point at the road 
junction and provide variety to the street scape.

the design should allow views and movement 
toward a potential superstore entrance within 
Development Zone G. seating should be provided 
in this location.

to allow ease of movement and safe crossing. Surrey Quays

*

pr6.2.6 Junction with Quebec Way

the point at which park Walk meets Quebec Way 
should create a clear route between the existing 
context and the Development. 

a zone, predominantly paved, with a combination 
of trees and fixed seating should be provided. 

to allow ease of movement through the 
space between the existing context and the 
Development.

Q
uebec w

ay
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Park Walk

pr6.3 plantInG

pr6.3.1 trees

the planting scheme should reinforce the 
character of park Walk.

a variety of species should be selected. 

trees with a blossom display in spring should 
be considered as part of the character.  a 
combination of fruit trees could be included 
which should be located away from the main 
pedestrian routes. 

specimen trees should be used to reinforce the 
junctions and the key spaces.

to reinforce the character and amenity of the 
streetscapes and open spaces.

pr6.3.2 soft landscape

soft landscaped areas should be incorporated 
within the design for this area.

edible planting could be considered as part of the 
planting strategy.

the create an edible landscape which encourages 
engagement and interest with the public realm.
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Park Walk

pr6.4 plaY

pr6.4.1 playable space

playable space should be provided in pocket 
spaces.

to provide an attractive playable spaces where 
seasonal change, sensory value, biodiversity and 
direct contact with natural material are promoted.
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Surrey Quays Road
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the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.

planning application boundary

park walk design guideline boundary

Indicative zone for cycle parking

trafficable paving

Indicative zone for semi-mature tree 
planting

potential zone for bus stop
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Surrey Quays Road

surrey Quays road is an existing street providing 
key vehicular access. primary pedestrian routes 
leading east west should be accommodated with 
appropriate crossings. the street must be tree 
lined in keeping with the character of the existing 
street.

the following guidelines describe how surrey 
Quays road streetscape should be developed.
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Surrey Quays Road

pr7.1 moVement

pr7.1.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider the existing 
pedestrian routes along surrey Quays road.

a minimum footway of 7 m wide should be 
provided to allow pedestrian movement.

to allow pedestrian movement along the street 
and circulation for the building entrances.
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Surrey Quays Road
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pr7.2 laYout

pr7.2.1 street widths

a pavement along both of sides of the street 
should be provided. 

It should have a minimum width of 7 m.

to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site and to create a comfortable, safe, and 
enjoyable environment.

pr7.2.2 Crossing points

level crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists 
should be placed in frequent locations (e.g. park 
Walk, Dock link).

Junctions should be designed to reduce traffic 
speeds.

to provide clear pedestrian and cycle priority 
in frequent locations. opportunities to create a 
successful public realm that encourages place 
function/street activity.

pr7.2.3 typical footway (type 1)

footway is characterised by four different zones: 

a) frontage zone  (to be kept free of fixed street 
furniture and signage)
B) footway clear zone:  3 m minimum
C) tree and furniture zone
D) kerb zone 

 to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site in a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment.

subject to Highways
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Surrey Quays Road
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pr7.2.4 typical footway  (type 2)

footway is characterised by three different zones: 

B) footway clear zone:  3 m minimum

C) tree and furniture zone

D) loading bay zone 

 to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site in a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment.
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Surrey Quays Road
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pr7.3 plantInG

pr7.3.1 trees 

semi-mature tree planting must be provided to 
replace the existing trees.

tree planting must reinforce surrey Quays road as 
a tree lined boulevard.

trees should be planted a miniumun of 5m away 
from building frontage.

to create an attractive streetscape and connect 
with the surrounding streetscape.



76   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Redriff Road
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Redriff Road

redriff road is an existing street that connects to 
the wider peninsula. 

the existing tree lined character of the street 
must be protected and extended south of surrey 
Quays road junction. a safe and comfortable 
environment for pedestrians should be created 
with particular attention to dealing with redriff 
road Bridge and underpass.

the following guidelines describe how redriff 
road should be developed.
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Redriff Road
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G1

Middle Cut

pr8.1 moVement

C1

E1

E2

G1

J5

pr8.1.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider the existing 
pedestrian movement along redriff road to 
maintain clear and unobstructed routes.

to allow pedestrian movement along the 
street and ease of access between the existing 
neighbourhood and the Development.

pr8.1.2 redriff road Bridge

the design should carefully consider the changes 
of level around redriff road Bridge to allow safe 
pedestrian movements through to the underpass.  
a lower route along redriff road adjacent to the 
bridge should be promoted.

to allow pedestrian movement along the 
street and ease of access between the existing 
neighbourhood and the Development.
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Redriff Road
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pr8.2.1 Crossing points

level crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists 
should be placed in frequent locations.

to provide clear pedestrian and cycle priority in 
appropriate locations. 

pr8.2.2 footway

the design of the footway should consider the 
layout of the road, existing and proposed levels 
and existing trees.

there are three different typologies:

1) footway 
2) lower level footway
3) footway with existing trees

to create a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment related to the existing surrounds.

pr8.2.3 footway (type 1)

the footway is characterised by three different 
zones: 

a) footway clear zone:  2 m minimum
B) tree and furniture zone
C) loading bay

 to facilitate pedestrian movement through the 
site within a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment.
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Redriff Road

pr8.2.4 footway (type 2)

the footway is characterised by three different 
zones: 

a) footway clear zone:  2 m minimum
B) tree and furniture zone
C) green wall

to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site and integrate the existing wall into the 
proposed design.

pr8.2.5 footway with existing trees (type 3)

the footway is characterised by three different 
zones: 

a) footway clear zone:  2 m minimum
B) existing trees and furniture zone
C) kerb zone 

 to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site and include the existing trees into the 
proposed design.
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pr8.2.6 existing trees

Where possible, existing trees of quality must be 
retained.

to retain the existing character of redriff road as 
a tree lined street.

pr8.2.7 tree planting

semi-mature trees must be provided along the 
street.

to protect and extend the existing character of 
redriff road as a tree lined street.
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Quebec Way

pr9 Quebec Way
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Quebec Way

Quebec Way is an existing street of residential 
character. street tree planting must be provided 
to create a consistent tree lined streetscape.

the following guidelines describe how Quebec 
Way streetscape should be developed.
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Quebec Way

pr9.1 moVement

pr9.1.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider the pedestrian routes 
along Quebec Way.

to allow pedestrian movement along the 
street and the circulation between the existing 
neighbourhood and the Development.

pr9.1.2 link to russia Dock Woodland

the design should reinforce the connection 
between the new Development and russia Dock 
Woodland.

an adequate crossing point should be inserted in 
a key position.

to allow pedestrian movement toward the 
Development and russia Dock Woodland.

pr9.1.3 existing trees

Where possible, existing trees of quality must be 
retained.

to help reinforce Quebec Way as a tree lined 
street.

pr9.1.4 tree planting

semi-mature trees must be provided along the 
street.

to help reinforce Quebec Way as a tree lined 
street.
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Quebec Way
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pr9.2.1 street widths

the existing footway along the south side of the 
street should be maintained to a minimum of 5m 
width. 

to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site and along Quebec Way.

pr9.2.2 Crossing points

raised crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists 
should be placed in frequent locations.

to provide continuous paths across minor 
junctions. 

pr9.2.3 footway

the footway is characterised by three different 
zones: 

a) footway clear zone:  2 m minimum

B) tree zone

C) kerb zone

 to facilitate the pedestrian movement through 
the site in a comfortable, safe, and enjoyable 
environment.
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the base drawing is provided for illustrative purposes only. 

please refer to the parameter plans for information about 

Development Zones, access and circulation and the limits of 

deviation.
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Printworks Place
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Printworks Place

printworks place is simple space which brings 
together the buildings which surround the 
space creating a node. the printworks building 
has a prominent facade facing onto the space. 
Views and routes to the printworks should be 
maintained through the space. 

the impact of surrey Quays road should be 
minimised and the green character of the Green 
link should be incorporated here. 

the following guidelines describe how printworks 
place should be developed.
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Printworks Place
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pr10.1 laYout

pr10.1.1 raised table

the use of sett paving in the carriageway and a 
raised table is encouraged in this location.

use of standard asphalt in this area should be 
avoided.

to reduce the impact of the road juntion and 
improve pedestrian permeability along the Green 
link. 
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Printworks Place

pr10.2 moVement
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pr10.2.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider prioritising the 
pedestrian routes from the Dock to the printworks 
and the park.

to allow ease of pedestrian movement though 
printworks place.

pr10.2.2 Green link

the design should consider the route through as 
part of the Green link (see Green Infrastructure 
strategy).

an unobstructed pedestrian route (minimum 4 m 
wide) should be provided.

trees and planting should be placed along the 
Green link.

to allow pedestrian and cycle movement 
between southwark park and russia Dock 
Woodland to reinforce the Green link.

pr10.2.3 edges

possible outdoor seating area associated with 
building uses could be provided.

a clear zone  should be a minimum of 4 m wide to 
allow unobstructed pedestrian movement along 
the building.

to encourage activity in the public realm.
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Printworks Place

PRINTWORK

pr10.2.4 printworks building

the design should consider the relationship to the 
existing printworks building and the proposed 
main entrance facing printworks place.

to reinforce the public space in relation with the 
printworks building. 

pr10.2.5 function

a combination of planting and fixed seating 
should be provided. the design should not 
prohibit permeability through printworks place. 

to provide an engaging feature for people to play 
and interact with.
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Surrey Quays Place
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Surrey Quays Place

IllustratIVe lanDsCape  sCHeme 
Components

surrey Quays place is a public space adjacent to 
surrey Quays station. 

the space provides a meeting point, place to 
sit and relax. Design of the space should enable 
ease of movement from the station, lower road, 
southwark park and park Walk.

the space should be able to accommodate a 
secondary entrance to surrey Quays rail station 
either within Development Zone B or within the 
public space itself.

the following guidelines describe how surrey 
Quays place should be developed.
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Surrey Quays Place

pr11.1 moVement

pr11.1.1 pedestrian movement

the design should consider the pedestrian routes 
from surrey Quays station to the park Walk.

to allow ease of movement for pedestrians 
though the square and the circulation between 
the station and park Walk.
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Surrey Quays Place

pr11.2 laYout

pr11.2.1 main routes

a main pedestrian connection through surrey 
Quays place should be provided.

a clear main route should be a minimum of 6 m 
wide.  

to allow the movement between surrey Quays 
station and the park Walk.

pr11.2.2 edges

possible outdoor seating area associated with 
building uses could be incorporated, where f&B 
units are provided, along the Zone B and  Zone C 
façade.

 a clear zone should be a minimum of 4 m wide to 
allow pedestrian movement along the building.

a clear zone should be designed for a possible 
new entrance into surrey Quays station either 
within Development Zone B or within the public 
realm.

to encourage activity in the public realm.

pr11.2.3 Interface with lower road

a buffer zone consisting of trees and seating 
between lower road and the surrey Quays place 
should be provided to act as a transition space 
between lower road and the High street.  the 
zone could additionally offer protection from 
vehicles.

to provide a buffer from the road.
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Surrey Quays Place

pr11.2.4 Central zone

tree planting and associated seating could be 
provided beneath the tree planting. 

to provide a safe and attractive environment for 
people to sit.

pr11.2.5 Change of level

the design should consider the existing levels of 
lower road and provide a solution to link the park 
Walk and the existing surrounds in an inclusive 
way.

to provide inclusive access from lower road.

+ 2.7m

+ 3.6m
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Surrey Quays Place

pr11.3 plantInG

pr11.3.1 tree canopy

an area of semi-mature trees to be planted no 
closer than 5 m from the building line.

 tree canopies to be a minimum height of 3 
m above the ground to maintain views and 
unobstructed pedestrian movement.

to act as green transition space between 
southwark park and the Green link. to provide a 
safe and attractive environment for people to sit.
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Green Infrastructure Strategy
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pr12.1 prInCIples

pr12.1.1 sense of place/ distinct character areas

key areas (town square, park, Canada Water 
Dock, park Walk) of the Development should be 
identified with a different palette of trees and 
planting to create a distinct sense of place and an 
attractive setting.

to create an attractive environment and provide 
distinctive and legible destinations within the 
Development.

the Green Infrastructure strategy is formed of a 
number of integrated themes which include:

•	 Connection to open spaces

•	 tree planting

•	 planting

•	 suDs

•	 Green roofs

pr12.1.2 local biodiversity and wildlife value

the planting design should introduce varied trees 
and planting to improve the local biodiversity and 
habitat creation. 

there are opportunities to introduce plants that 
can support wildlife such as nectar-rich and berry-
bearing plants for example inside the Dock and 
the park. native, or non natives plants with proven 
wildlife value are preferred where appropriate.

to provide valuable wildlife habitat and give 
people the opportunity to experience nature.
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.1.3 seasonal interest

the green infrastructure should aim to create 
seasonal interest all year round.

planting design should consider structure, texture 
and colour, in particular within the park and park 
Walk.

to include plants that have seasonal interest to 
create a pleasant and vibrant environment.

pr12.1.4 Healthy environment

the green infrastructure design should be 
designed to support a healthy environment. 
particular attentions should paid to enhance air 
quality, control local micro-climate and pollution.

trees and planting could also have benefit in 
terms of soundscape.

to provide an healthy environment with a positive 
influence on people and wildlife.

pr12.1.5 sustainability

the green infrastructure design could include a 
strong narrative about climate change.  planting 
could consider adaptive plant species that 
support drought conditions.

to ensure a robust public realm taking in 
consideration a long term strategy.
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.1.6 food production

sustainable food growing areas could be 
incorporated as part of the green infrastructure 
design. the design could include spaces to grow 
fruit and vegetables with the aim of engaging the 
interest of everyone about nutrition and food.

to promote an active and healthy lifestyle.

pr12.1.7 existing vegetation

existing trees should be retained where it 
is practically possible, balancing the policy 
requirements on creating a town Centre.

to retain mature trees as part of the evolution of 
the Development.

pr12.1.8 ecological features

ecological features beneficial to local wildlife 
should be considered where appropriate, 
including bird/bat boxes and swift/bat towers.

to create enhancements beneficial to local 
wildlife.
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.2 ConneCtIon to open spaCes

pr12.2.1 aim

the green infrastructure design should help to 
reinforced the open space network, improving 
the overall greenness and providing links 
between the existing spaces of southwark park 
and russia Dock Woodland to facilitate a easy 
access to a range of activities and facilities. 

to promote a multifunctional network of open 
and green spaces with multiple benefits for 
people and wildlife.

pr12.2.2 Green connections

the green infrastructure design should link the 
existing parks, southwark park and russia Dock 
Woodland with new green links through the 
Development.

to increase access to existing and proposed open 
spaces, promote an active and healthy lifestyle, 
enhance biodiversity, and allow mobile species 
like birds and bats to forage and move through 
the site.

pr12.2.3 streets

the green infrastructure design should promote 
the use of street trees to reinforce the north-south 
connection through the site.

street trees should be used to help to link 
together the open spaces and provide habitats in 
an urban environment.
to reinforce the network of green spaces within 
the urban environment, connecting to the 
surrounding areas.

pr12.2.4 public spaces

the main public areas within the Development 
are the town square, Canada Water Dock and the 
park.   these generate a triangle of key spaces 
within the public realm.  the green infrastructure 
design should reinforce a landscape setting in 
which a variety of natural features and a wide 
range of activities (sport, play, informal recreation) 
could be provided.  Different experiences along 
the journey between them could be encouraged.

to create a network of usable spaces and 
providing opportunities for interaction and social 
activities.



100   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.3 tree plantInG strateGY
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

Quebec Way

pr12.3.1 tree planting

the tree planting strategy should:

•	 provide increased species diversity, climate 
and disease resilience include locally native 
tree species and trees with a proven wildlife 
value where appropriate.

•	 provide increased age diversity allowing 
more efficient long term management.

•	 provide improved rooting conditions and 
irrigation with improved physiological 
resilience and lower maintenance costs.

•	 provide climate moderation of building and 
spaces through summer shading/winter 
shelter.

•	 reinforce the character/amenity of 
streetscapes and open spaces

pr12.3.2 Heritage link - Dock

the tree planting strategy here should reinforce 
the connection with the history of Canada Water 
Dock. for example, trees and planting used for 
paper-making could be selected. native, or non 
natives plants with proven wildlife value are 
preferred where appropriate.

Indicative tree species:

medium canopied species: pinus sylvestris, pinus 
nigra, Quercus palustris

small canopied species: Betula jacquemontii, B. 
papylifera, B. pendula, B. pubescens

Heritage link
Girth - large canopy trees 80% 40-45cm 

20% < 40cm
Girth - small canopy trees 60% 20-25cm

40% < 20cm
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.3.3 Heritage link - printworks place

tree planting should use native, or non natives 
plants with proven wildlife value where 
appropriate.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: liriodendron tulipifera

medium canopied species: pinus nigra, pinus 
sylvestris, pinus radiata, Quercus palustris

small canopied species: B. pendula, B. pubescens 
Betula jacquemontii, B. papylifera.

pr12.3.4 town square

tree planting should define a green ‘ring’ planted 
in an informal layout within the town square.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: platanus hispanica

medium canopied species: Gleditsia triacanthos

Heritage link
Girth - large canopy trees 30% 40-45cm 

30% 30-40cm
40% < 30cm 

Girth - medium and small 
canopy trees

50% 30-35cm
50% < 30cm 

square
Girth 10% 60-70cm 

50% 50-60cm
40% 40-45cm
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Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.3.5 park Walk

tree planting should include varied species and 
sizes of trees. ornamental trees could be provided 
(with a blossom display in spring) in combination 
with fruit trees, to add interest throughout the 
year.

specimen trees should be used to reinforce 
junctions and key spaces. native, or non natives 
plants with proven wildlife value are preferred 
where appropriate.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: Castanea sativa, Juglans 
regia

medium canopied species: prunus avium, sorbus 
aria, sorbus aucuparia

small canopied species: Corylus avellana, ficus 
carica, malus domenstica cultivar, malus ‘Golden 
hornet’, malus ‘John Downie’, mespilus germanica, 
morus alba, prunus domenstica, pyrus communis

park Walk
Girth  - large canopy trees 30% 40-45cm 

30% 30-40cm
40% < 30cm

Girth - medium and small 
canopy trees

50% 30-35cm
50% < 30cm
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pr12.3.6 park

tree planting should reinforce the design of the 
park. a broad variety of species and specimens 
should be selected to create variety, interest and 
ecological value.

a mix of single, feathered and multi-stemmed 
trees could be selected. native, or non natives 
plants with proven wildlife value are preferred 
where appropriate.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: Cedrus libani, 
liriodendron tulipifera, pinus sylvestris, pinus 
nigra, platanus hispanica, Quercus palustris, 
Quercus coccinea, sequoiadendron giganteum, 
tilia europaea, Juglans regia

medium canopied species: Betula pendula, 
Betula pubescens, Davidia involucrata, euodia 
hupehensis, Gleditsia triacanthos, metasequoia 
glyptostroboides, paulownia tomentosa 

small canopied species:  malus ‘Golden hornet’, 
malus ‘John Downie’

park
Girth  - large canopy trees 5% 70-80cm

5% 60-70cm
5% 50-60cm
20% 40-45cm 
65% < 40cm

Girth - medium and small 
canopy trees

30% 20-25cm
70% < 20cm
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pr12.3.7 plots and residential courtyards

tree planting should include varied sizes of 
trees. trees should be provided to add visual 
interest throughout the year (for example 
changing foliage colour and interesting form 
and bark).

a mix of single and multi-stemmed trees could 
be selected.

Indicative tree species:

medium canopied species: alnus cordata, Betula 
pendula, Betula papylifera, Corylus colurna, 
liquidambar styraciflua, Gleditsia triacanthos, 
tilia cordata ‘Green spire’, tilia europaea, tilia 
tomentosa

small canopied species:  amelanchier spp., 
Carpinus betulus, Cornus mas, prunus spinosa, 
pyrus ‘Chanticleer’

pr12.3.8 Deal porters Way (the High street)

new street trees should be provided  to 
reinforce the character of the street. medium 
sized street trees are preferred.

Indicative tree species:

medium canopied species: alnus cordata, 
liquidambar styraciflua, tilia tomentosa

plots
Girth - medium and small 
canopy trees

30% 40-45cm 
30% 30-40cm
40% < 30cm

Deal porters Way
Girth - medium canopy trees 100% 40-45cm 
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pr12.3.9 the Cuts

trees should be provided to reinforce the 
key spaces within the Cuts (small squares or 
junctions). 

Indicative tree species:

medium canopied species: Corylus colurna, tilia 
cordata

pr12.3.10 surrey Quays road

semi-mature tree planting must be provided to 
replace the existing trees.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: platanus hispanica

medium canopied species: liquidambar 
styraciflua, tilia tomentosa

pr12.3.11 redriff road

semi-mature trees must be provided along the 
street.

Indicative tree species:

large canopied species: platanus hispanica

pr12.3.12 Quebec Way

semi-mature trees must be provided along the 
street.

Indicative tree species:

medium canopied species: Corylus colurna, tilia 
cordata

small canopied species: pyrus ‘Chanticleer’

Cuts
Girth - medium canopy trees 100% 40-45cm 

surrey Quays road
Girth - large canopy trees 10% 80-90cm 

90% < 80cm
Girth - medium canopy trees 100% 40-45cm

redriff road
Girth - large canopy trees 100% 40-45cm 

Quebec Way
Girth - medium canopy trees 60% 30-35cm 

40% < 30cm
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pr12.3.13 planting strategy

the green infrastructure design should aim to 
establish a rich mosaic of planting types across 
the Development to provide the basis for a rich 
environment that combines habitat creation, 
biodiversity and an attractive setting for people.

By selecting a varied species palette for 
pollinators, it will not only attract more insects, 
but will in turn be more beneficial for people.

to provide soft planting that is not only 
decorative but to be active part of the climate 
change mitigation, habitat creation, suDs 
strategy and place-making.

pr12.4 plantInG

PLANTING FOR POLLINATORS

selecting a varied species palette that will create
a complex layering of vegetation with complex
structures and spatial forms. planting native 
species and non-native species of value to 
wildlife, including planting for pollinators.

PLANTING AS AN ATTRACTION FOR PEOPLE

Complex forms will create a visual attraction. 
plant species richness can be estimated 
accurately by people visiting urban green spaces.
(fuller et al. 2007)

PLANTING FOR HUMAN HEALTH

Human psychological well-being increases with 
exposure to biodiversity.
(fuller et al. 2007. Biology letters, 3, 390–394)

Volunteering can further increase health and 
well-being.
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pr12.5 sustaInaBle urBan DraInaGe 
strateGY (suDs)

lanDsCape  sCHeme Components

potential location for tree pit storage

potential location for rain gardens

potential location for swales/rain gardens



109   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Green Infrastructure Strategy

pr12.5.1 reduce quantity of water run-off

measures to attenuate the impact of rainfall and 
storms onto the Development area should be 
incorporated as a positive feature into the design. 

Character areas of the Development should have 
a sufficient amount of suDs components to 
control the flow volumes locally. 

to improve the water control and have a long 
term benefit for climate mitigation.

pr12.5.2 Improve water quality

the suDs strategy should aim to reduce the level 
of pollution from water runoff before it flows 
into the Dock or into the groundwater and sewer 
systems.

to protect the environment from pollutants.

pr12.5.3 amenities 

suDs could be used to improve the quality of the 
public realm by combining suDs features with 
play and amenities.

to improve the quality of the public realm and 
encourage outdoor activity in a safe and varied 
habitats.

pr12.5.4 Biodiversity

suDs should be used to support habitat creation 
and improve connectivity and creation of green 
infrastructure.

to create a varied habitats and encourage 
biodiversity by attracting a wide range of birds 
and insects.
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pr12.5.5 permeable pavements  

permeable or pourous areas within hard paving 
could be used to allow water to drain into them.

suitable areas for permeable pavements could be 
within street furniture and tree pit zones.

to help in managing rainwater and reducing the 
volume of runoff.

pr12.5.6 tree trenches

tree trenches could be provided to attenuate 
water and maximise the soil volume for tree 
rooting system.

suggested location: High street, town square and 
park Walk.

to help in managing rainwater and reducing 
the volume of runoff.  trees can also filter out 
pollutants.

pr12.5.7 rain gardens

areas planted with vegetation that can withstand 
occasional temporary flooding could be 
proposed.

suggested location: park Walk, printworks place, 
(streets - neighbourhood area)

to improve water quality (filtering and cleaning 
runoff) and improve amenities and biodiversity.

pr12.5.8 swales  

shallow channels designed to slow water down 
planted could be introduced.

Vegetation in the channel slows runoff, allows 
sediments to filter out, and can help remove 
nutrients.

suggested location: park (along the boundary)

to reduce quantity of water run-off and improve 
the quality of the water.
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pr12.5.9 Channels, rills and runnels

Introducing suDs components, such a channels, 
rills and runnels into the hardscape could be 
considered to provide attenuation and temporary 
storage of runoff. 

suggested location: in hard surfacing areas within 
the public realm (town square, Cuts).

to enhance the public realm with water features, 
providing area with ecological interest and 
recreation.

pr12.5.10 adoption

suDs features adjacent to highways should be 
designed to adoptable standards.

to allow flexibility for highways to be adopted by 
the london Borough of southwark in the future. 
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pr12.6 Green roofs

pr12.6.1 Green roofs

a mix of intensive, extensive, brown and 
biodiverse roofs should be provided to provide 
a significant opportunity for the greening of the 
Development.

the planting scheme should include native 
species and non-natives with proven wildlife 
value where appropriate.

to encourage wildlife into the build environment 
creating habitats suitable for fauna and flora.

pr12.6.2 suDs Benefit

Green roofs should be incorporated for rain water 
management as part of the suDs strategy.

to help manage rainwater and support a variety 
of plants for amenity and biodiversity.



113   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Hard Landscape Strategy Strategy

pr13 Hard landscape strategy

pr13.1 prInCIples

pr13.1.1 Hierarchy of streets and spaces

proposals should respond to the varied character 
areas to create hierarchy, sense of place and 
legibility through the masterplan.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
design spaces, a sense of place and identity.

pr13.1.2 Quality and durability

proposals should be consistent and high quality. 
appropriate type, size, texture and colour should 
be chosen for durability and to reinforce character 
areas.

areas for combined pedestrian and vehicular use 
(e.g. pedestrian crossings, loading, turning area) 
should be characterised with a different surface to 
provide a visual contrast.

to promote materials easy to maintain/replace 
and provide high quality through the masterplan.

pr13.1.3 Visual appearance

a common language should be used throughout 
the Development to create a solid background. 
Variation could be introduced in charactered 
areas without losing uniformity through the 
public realm. 

several different materials and patterns should be 
avoided where they would abut each other.

to provide a common palette of high-quality 
materials.
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pr13.1.4 Inclusive

proposals should promote accessible and 
inclusive design.  Where contrasts in materials, or 
tactile surfaces are required, they should be high 
quality materials.

to create a public realm where everyone can 
participate equally and independently in 
everyday activities.

pr13.1.5 surface material tone

Warm  paving colour tones are preferred. Cold 
grey tones should be avoided.

moderate colour variation in paving mixes is 
preferred. strong contrast within paving mixes 
should be avoided.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed space, to create sense of place and 
identity.

pr13.1.6 Detail areas

Changes of material should be used as 
opportunities for demarcating space, for example 
extending a tree pit surface to create a space to sit 
around a tree.
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pr13.2 surfaCe materIals palet te

lanDsCape  sCHeme Components

Canada Water paving palette

Canada Water Clay/Brick paving palette

Canada Water park palette

southwark General palette 

southwark town Centre palette 
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pr13.2.1 Canada Water paving palette

typical materials: 

•	 natural stone paving should be used in 
pedestrian areas.

•	 asphalt should be used in the carriageway

•	 Granite setts should be used for raised 
crossing tables and loading bays.

location: Dock area, Cuts, town square.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed spaces, to create sense of place and 
identity.

pr13.2.2 Canada Water Clay/Brick palette

typical materials: 

•	 Clay paving should be used within pedestrian 
areas and carriageway areas with a low speed 
environment.

•	 Clay paving should be used for raised tables 
and loading bays.

Variations in bond and brick colour should be 
preferred to differentiate shared surfaces from 
pedestrian footways.

location: park Walk, printwork place, surrey Quays 
station place,  neighbouhood area.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed spaces, to create sense of place and 
identity.

pr13.2.3 Canada Water park palette

typical materials: 

•	 resin bonded/bound gravel should be used 
for main paths.

•	 self-binding gravel should be used for 
informal paths.

•	 natural stone or clay paving could be used for 
demarcating special areas.

location: park.

to provide a high quality environment with well 
designed spaces, to create sense of place and 
identity.
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pr13.2.4 southwark General palette

surfacing materials for these areas should be 
in accordance with the southwark streetscape 
Design manual - General palette.

typical materials: 

•	 asphalt should be used for carriageway

•	 pre-cast concrete flag should be used for 
footways (including plateaus of Vehicle 
Crossing)

•	 pre-cast concrete block or clay paver should 
be used for raised tables and  loading bays

location: surrey Quays road, redriff road, 
Quebec Way

to integrate with the wider context.

pr13.2.5 southwark town Centre palette or southwark 
Heritage palette 

surfacing materials for these areas should be 
in accordance with the southwark streetscape 
Design manual - southwark town Centre palette 
or Heritage palette.

typical materials: 

•	 asphalt, or small modular paving unit should 
be used for carriageways.

•	 natural stone slab (Granite or Yorkstone) 
should be used for footways (including 
plateaus of Vehicle Crossing).

•	 precast concrete block (imitation granite setts 
or yorkstone) or clay pavers should be used 
for raised tables and loading bays.

location: Deal porters Way (High street)

to integrate with the wider context.
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pr13.2.6 kerbs

300mm wide granite kerbs should be used.

Colour should be selected to match with the 
adjacent paving.

to provide high quality and durable materials.

pr13.2.7 utility covers

manholes and inspection covers should be 
concealed with recessed access covers and 
filled with the same material as the surrounding 
surface.

to provide high quality and durable materials.

pr13.2.8 tree surrounds and demarcation

tree pits could be expressed visually with surface 
finishes.

to provide high quality and durable materials.
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pr13.3 street furnIture

pr13.3.1 street furniture

the selection of street furniture should be 
considered in a comprehensive manner to ensure 
a common language of elements is maintained 
across the public realm and to ensure that they 
compliment the site wide palette of materials.

General principles are:

•	 robust construction, resistant to vandalism

•	 finish and colour appropriate to the varied 
areas

•	 located to avoid physical obstruction along 
the pedestrian desire lines

•	 in pedestrian priority areas, furniture should 
be located in order to provide protection to 
pedestrian areas

•	 maximise opportunities for dual functions 

•	 walls and retaining structures could be used 
for seating

•	 respond to appropriate sunlight and 
microclimate conditions.
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pr14.1 prInCIples

pr14.1.1 Child friendly public realm

the youth and play provision across the 
Development is focused on ensuring that young 
people living in the local area have access to 
a range of play opportunities for all ages.  this 
should be met using a combination of formal and 
informal playspaces.  formal play spaces should 
be inclusive.

the public realm design should encourage 
spontaneous play and activity across the 
Development.

the distribution of play provision across the site is 
guided by the following principles:

•	 play for very young children should be 
predominantly focused close to the 
residential parts of the site, to enable easy 
access for parents and their children.

•	 Youth and formal play provision should be 
located in areas of open spaces.

pr14.1.2 Doorstep playable space (under 5)

Doorstep playable spaces should be located close 
to home or in residential courtyards. 

play should be within a landscaped space that 
includes engaging play features for young 
children under 5, and places for carers to sit and 
talk.

a combination of formal equipment and informal 
playable features should be provided to stimulate 
and encourage more inventive play.

facilities could include: sensory planting, 
landforms, playable edges, sandpits, climbing 
stones, balance edges.
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pr14.1.3 local and neighbourhood play (5-11 years) 

local and neighbourhood play should be located 
across the masterplan to include open spaces and 
pedestrian links.

play should be within a varied natural space 
with secluded and open areas, landscaping and 
equipment so that children aged up to 11 years 
can play and be physically active, and they and 
their carers can sit and talk.  some youth facilities 
for young people 11+yrs could be integrated 
within these areas to allow families with different 
ages to participate. 

pr14.1.4 Youth play (over 12 years)

play should provided for as part of a social space 
for young people aged 12 + to meet, hang 
out and take part in informal sport or physical 
recreational activities.

facilities could include: skate area, fitness trails, 
outdoor stage, shelters.

pr14.1.5 play for all ages

the public realm should consider activities for 
all ages to be engaged in.  a range of multi-aged 
activities will help create mixed use communities 
that are active and healthy.

facilities could include: outdoor gym equipment, 
chess, fitness trails, table tennis, community 
gardens.
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plaY areas WalkInG DIstanCe

play area for children under 5s  

play area for children 5-11 year olds 

play area for young people 12+ 

100 m

400 m

800 m 

pr14.2 plaY proVIsIon

pr14.2.1 on-site play provision

the development proposals should identify 
opportunities for play to be met on-site where 
possible.  play provision for children under 5 must 
be met on-site.
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pr14.2.2 play network

street furniture could be designed to encourage 
appropriation for play, for example level changes, 
stepping stones and benches that double as 
playable elements.

pr14.2.3 play areas 

play spaces should also cater for adults, for 
example providing adequate seating.

pr14.2.4 natural play

natural play should be encouraged in the public 
realm and within Development Zones through 
sensory soft landscaping and tree planting.

pr14.2.5 play equipment

play equipment should be multi- use and 
designed to promote imaginative play, 
rather than sole reliance on ‘off the shelf’ play 
equipment.
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pr14.2.6 off-site play provision

there are opportunities to explore improving 
play provision in neighbouring areas.  the play 
strategy could identify areas where play is 
deficient, or existing facilities are in need of repair. 

to help promote an active and health lifestyle.

pr14.2.7 sport trail

a sport trail could be considered between 
southwark park and russia Dock Woodland.

to help promote an active and health lifestyle.
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pr15 lighting strategy

pr15.1 routes

<6m

<10m

pr15.1.1 the mounting height of luminaires for pedestrian 
routes should not exceed 6m.

establishing a maximum mounting height must 
reinforce consistency across the Development 
and ensure lighting remains at a human level. this 
is especially important in narrow streets such as in 
the Cuts.

pr15.1.2 lighting to routes within the Developement 
must comply with identified lighting standards as 
noted in Bs5489: 2013.

all identified routes must be lit to a recognised 
and appropriate standard to avoid areas of high 
contrast or excessive brightness. By following 
British standards, the illuminance levels will 
be balanced with the levels used in the nearby 
rotherhithe and Bermondsey districts.  
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pr15.1.3 all illumination to routes should be informed by 
secured by Design principles.

routes should adhere to secure by Design 
principles except areas which require lower light 
levels to support ecology such as the sInC.    

pr15.1.4 luminaires utilised for roadway lighting must 
have no upward light spillage.

all luminaires utilised for the roadways must have 
no light spill above the horizontal plane. this is to 
reduce light trespass and light spill into the night 
sky, which causes unnecessary light pollution.  

pr15.1.5 all luminaires utilised within the Development 
must be low glare. 

excessive glare can cause temporary blindness 
and reduced visibility. ensuring glare is mitigated 
across the Development will help to deliver a 
successful lit environment which is comfortable 
to the human eye and supports visibility. this is 
especially important given the large amount of 
pedestrian routes throughout the Development.

pr15.1.6 the spacing of luminaires should be minimised to 
reduce glare.

the spacing between fixtures should be kept to a 
minimum to avoid the need for luminaires with a 
wide light distribution which can cause glare for 
pedestrians. 

min
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pr15.1.7 light sources should not be exposed within 
fixtures.

louvres and optical control should be utilised 
to eliminate direct views of the leD source that 
create high contrast and disability glare.   

pr15.1.8 the colour temperature along routes should be 
warm white in support of well being. 

the colour spectrum of cooler white light above 
3000k contains high levels of blue wavelengths, 
which can have a negative impact on circadian 
rhythms and cause sleep disturbance. therefore, 
the colour spectrum should be equal or lower to 
3000k. In residential areas, a warmer tone of white 
light (2700k) is recommended.     

pr15.1.9 light distribution should allow for sufficient 
vertical lighting to support legibility.

the distribution of light should be carefully 
considered to ensure vertical surfaces are 
appropriately illuminated. lit vertical surfaces not 
only contribute to a positive ambience but also 
help pedestrians navigate the site. By example, 
positive spill light on the walls in the Cuts will 
help draw pedestrians through and support 
movement across the Development. 

pr15.1.10 Vertical illumination should be introduced to help 
the perception of safety.

Vertical illumination will create a more legible 
environment and therefore help to improve 
perceptions of safety.  

exposed leD lensed leD
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pr15.1.11 areas with a higher level of security should have 
an increased light uniformity and quality of light 
in aid of passive surveillance and CCtV cameras.

to support visibility for humans and cameras, 
light levels should be more uniform in areas with 
higher security. Increasing uniformity avoids 
the need for high light levels which can cause 
unnecessary light pollution.    

pr15.1.12 the lighting design must be inclusive to create an 
accessible space for all after dark. 

the design must aim to support accessibility 
for all through creating improved legibility, 
assisting with way-finding and helping people 
with disabilities – in particular, those with visual 
impairments. 

pr15.1.13 the lighting design must aim to create a safe 
environment after dark.

safety refers to how lighting can assist people in 
where they are going and prevent accidents by 
increasing visibility of potential hazards after dark 
such as the changes of level at the waterfront on 
the edge of the Dock.

pr15.1.14 underpasses should be illuminated in order to aid 
facial recognition and help improve feelings of 
security. 

lighting in underpasses and tunnels such as on 
redriff road and within the printworks should 
have appropriate vertical illumination enabling 
pedestrians to clearly see each other supporting 
feelings of security.



129   CanaDa Water masterplan  public realm Design Guidelines october 18

Lighting Strategy

pr15.1.15 High contrast in luminance should be avoided to 
reduce glare and support eye-adaptation.

the contrast in illuminance levels can cause the 
eye to adapt to the brightest element in its vision. 
this can cause less bright areas to be perceived 
as dark. to avoid this, light levels should be 
appropriately balanced across the Development. 
By example, the illumination inside the underpass 
on redriff road should be balanced with the light 
levels in the adjacent public realm.    

pr15.1.16 lighting equipment could be utilised as 
wayfinding devices after dark

Where appropriate it is suggested that lighting 
devices are used as way finding devices. By 
example, the luminaires along park Walk 
connecting southwark park and russia Dock 
Woodland should help guide pedestrians through 
the Development. 

pr15.1.17 Conflict areas should have an increased light 
uniformity.

areas with potential conflict between motorised 
vehicles and pedestrians such as the shared 
surface on the High street which extends into the 
town square should have high uniformity (> 0.4) 
to help increase visibility and so road safety. 
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pr15.2 open spaCes

pr15.2.1 the lighting design must be inclusive to create an 
accessible space for all after dark. 

the design must aim to support accessibility for 
all by improving legibility, assisting with way-
finding and helping people with disabilities – in 
particular, those with visual impairments. this 
is especially important in areas such as the park 
and the printworks perimeter where differences 
in luminance levels between retail windows and 
the park may cause problems. the lighting design 
must balance the lighting and reduce contrast 
appropriately.

pr15.2.2 the lighting should be at a human scale to 
support placemaking.

In areas with large scale architecture such as the 
printworks building, lighting should be provided 
at a human scale to create a pedestrian-friendly 
environment. light at a human scale will also 
create a more intimate atmosphere against multi-
story architecture after dark.  

pr15.2.3 legibility should be enhanced through the 
illumination of vertical surfaces.

lighting to vertical surfaces, by example the 
elements in the park, can help improve the legibility 
of spaces after dark and so the perception of safety. 
Good lighting can create a sense of security by 
improving wayfinding and thus encouraging people 
to navigate the Development after dark. By example, 
lighting to the leisure Centre entrance can draw 
people towards this amenity. also, the pathways 
through the park should be sufficiently illuminated to 
create a safe and secure environment for pedestrians 
and cyclist after dark. 
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pr15.3 lanDmarks anD arCHIteCture

pr15.3.1 lighting to landmarks should be selective and 
mostly on a human scale to aid wayfinding and 
overall legibility.

the critical vistas throughout the Development 
are from a pedestrian perspective. to help natural 
way-finding after dark architectural elements 
such as building entrances and local landmarks 
should be appropriately illuminated.  

pr15.3.2 fixtures should have good optical control to 
minimise or avoid light trespass into premises. 

all fixtures used for architectural lighting 
purposes should have good optical control to 
reduce unnecessary light pollution and intrusion 
into premises.

pr15.3.3 structures or buildings with historic value should 
be gently illuminated.

Historic architecture such as the former Dock 
offices or redriff road Bridge should be 
illuminated to heighten the presence of heritage 
landmarks. Illuminating these local landmarks 
will not only enhance the character of the 
Development after dark, but will also create focus 
points for way-finding.   
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pr15.4 lanDmarks anD eColoGY

pr15.4.1 light spill into sensitive ecological areas must be 
limited and where possible avoided.

the lighting design must aim to minimise light 
spill into environmental areas such as the sInC 
to support the breeding or flight paths of local 
wildlife. special care and consideration must be 
taken into the illumination of the Dock crossing. 
light fixtures must have appropriate optical 
control to avoid light spill into the water.  

pr15.4.2 fixtures located adjacent to landscaped areas 
should be fitted with louvres, lenses or glare 
control accessories to minimise obtrusive light. 

lighting could potentially be mounted at a 
low level in areas such the Dock edge and park 
perimeter. these fixtures should have anti-glare 
accessories to prevent a direct view of the light 
source.

pr15.4.3 lighting adjacent to landscaped areas should 
be focussed and adjusted on to landscaping 
elements to reduce light spill.

luminaires with appropriate distribution and 
adjustability features will allow focussing on site 
on initial installation and over time to minimise 
light spill as the landscape matures.

pr15.4.4 the design must avoid unwanted light pollution.

too much light pollution in the night sky can have 
a negative impact on the well being of residents 
and local wildlife. the overall design aim is to 
reduce unnecessary light spill as much as possible 
to minimise light pollution. this is especially 
important around residential premises. 





 For further information please contact 

freepost  CANADA WATER MASTERPLAN

telephone  020 7729 1705 (request the Canada Water Team)

email  team@canadawatermasterplan.com
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